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3: 2461 FU tr ter , 6 J vi. & 
To. the Honourable : Houle: of. . 
| Comwnons, now Afﬀembled*in ©: 
PARLIAMENT. 


$HIT is fit my obedience ſbould laſt 
RF 15 long as your Commands ; for. 
$38. [ ſo I have alwayes interpreted 
Sree, your Requeſts and Deſires to be. 
i Dies As Tnever uf the ie fo © 
preſent you with any thing properly mine, ſo 
neither will The guiltie of that Tnjuſtice , as 
to deny you any thing ſotruely your own , as is 
this fruit of my poor, yet willing, endeavours. 
It 3s yours truely , but moſt principally the 
Churches ; whoſe both you, and I, and all that . 
you can do, or Tſpeak, are. If it may beſer-- 
wiceable to you, and you by it made more ſer- © 
wiceable to the Church and Cauſe of God, 1 
have my option. but I am reſolved not to 
A 2 make 


CG 


I _—_ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


F 


make that uſe of my- experience of your pati- 

ence in-hearing the Sermon, as totry.it further 

with the length of « Dedication : Onely I 

think it my duty to ſecond my propoſition with. 

my?Prayers, That Ged would wouchſafe 4 
| bleſſeng to your endeavours for his Church , 
and to. you" for your endeavours. Theſe fball 
K be the conſtant and'earne$t deſires of 


q | | 
| Your Servant 


' Stephen Marſhall: 


 ASERMON 


Preached at the late Faſt before the 


Commons Houſe of PARLIAMENT. '_ 
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Curſeye Meroz ((aid the Angel of the Lord) curſe) 
terly the inhabitants thereof becauſe they came not tathe belp 
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of che Lord, to.che help of the Lord againſt che mighny, . 


ceadallzht Honourable and beloved, it hath been a raroducion = 
] \cuſtome almoſt amongſt all Nations, after **"i"s 
GIS any notable Vieory,, to! have: their #ykie, 

_— a their Triumphant Songs, whercio the illu- 

$ of their owne worthy Leaders; and the 


ſhame and conſufionof theirenemies were celebrated; 
preſerved, and ſo delivered overtoipoſterity.': The Ro- 
wans had their Sal:z Priefts, who after any vitory went 
dancing through the City, ſinging their Hymnes and 
Pears to: Mars, andthe reft of the favourable Gods. 
And the Grectans, ſometimes inYerſes, ſometimes b 
Sevulpture, uſed to. ſer forth their | famous. Battels an 
Vieories,.yet alwayes attributing the higheſt glory of 
all to their Gods, whom they ſuppoſed to be preſent 
with thein, ProteFors over them, and fighters forthem. 
This courſe, I think, the Devill learned from the Lord . 
Tehovab's dealing with his own people, who alwayes 
direceth them thus to celebrate his' noble-aQs, and 
their great deliverances. Thus Aſo 
.unto the Lord , when he triumphed glorioafly aber Pha- 
raob and all-bis Hoaft, making them ſink like aſtoze to the 
:bettome of the Red Sea, Thus the wo 
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A Sermon preached at the late Foft, | 


the Chap- 
ter, 


Tudges 4. 3 v 


\3m.16, and Dapce letra their yigory overthe Philiftims, 


The ſcope of 


And. this Chapter is nothing bit a Tri#7phant 
ſong, ſereing forth inan oleggne & lofty verſe,the great 
victory which Barak & Deborah, and a ſinallarmy with 
them, had gottep, (the Lord-marching befare them) 
againſt King 14&zn and his General Siſers,who for twenty 
years had mightily oppreſſed the Children of Iſrael. | 
Inwhich ſong, Firftall praiſeand glory is given to /e- 
bouah the Lord of Hoſts the Prince who led them, by 
whoſe firengtb alone thevitory was obtained. Praiſe 
ye the Lordfor the vvenging of Iſrael. 1'will ng untothe 


s. 


... Eord, Lord when thou nenteſt out of Sexr, &c; Thenthe 


Kerfe 16. / 


rs 


Song deſcends to the. de praiſes oftheir:Generall 


Wh 
x 38 


#4h,and his affiftant;Deberab, yea the feverall Regime: 
and: Companies both af Horſe and Foot doe receive 
the praiſe ogy of their m_—_—_ and valour: ol 
,butthe proceeds to Stigmerize an 

ih — mark oiit for vr 
ſich confipantes ;:as had-phayed*titherthe Traytours 
or the Comards; or: were otherwiſe wanting to their 
dvty.inthirgreatexpedition,” Reiben hadother Sheep 
to tame. he tarried among; bis ſheepfolds 1d heare the 
beating of bis flock:” Gilead durſt not crofle: the water, 
Pax cowardly withdrew into bis:fhips,' &bar durft 
not come from his own coaſts.. God takes notice and 
remembers them all, and lets them know-he had great 
thoughts of heart about ir; 'ind/in time would reckon 
with themfor if 0) 0 01 127 tg Lane? 
+. But above all his wrath 'was moſt incenſed againſt 


* «Meroz, a peopleof whomwe finde nomention:1n the 


whole:Book of God ,''nor I think in any other Story, 
bur only" in-this place, upon this' unhappy occaſion, 
you can know no-more: ofthem thenwhar Yhloplace 
"Y | ecls 
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tels you': : and theſe few reliques of them; remain as 
the lake of Sodomeas a monument oftheir $6: orasa. 
Maſt of a Ship ſwallowed up in 'the'q | 
warne paſſengers tO take heed ofthar da! place ; 
or as Lots Wiſe turned into-a Ne ege wn FE: 
others. This their ſhorr Chronicle I may call their 

- Grave-ſtone, which ſeems to holdoutfuch ar inſcrip- 
tian, as: they. fay Sexnacberibs Tombe had; Look: :8pon 
me, aud learne to be godly. So theirs, Look upon me; - 
and learne your own duty. Look pon me, aud take beed 
of difſerting the cauſe and Church of God, when they fend 

iu need of you, 

- A-Texrand/Theme exceeding feaſonable; Sabha. CESSES 
ble to the times wherein we live, when abutidance bf þ- repo 
mighty enemies riſe up againſt the Lord, and againſt occaſion, 
bis Church. Seafozable to the ayer ofmoſt 
who: genetally minde their own ings; and-notthe »; 
things'of Chriſt. Seaſonable to the a of ule #4] 
dayes meeting, which is purpoſely forthe he AE | 

Lord,.and his cauſe, and: people nowdiſtre 
land. Bur tome it * Jeri. ofall ſeaſoneble Goth 
preſent! hoxomneble Afſembly who all ſhould be as the 
Lord: thetr Horſes as bis Horſes , their Chariots as bis © 
Chariots, they being all called to be: Leaders and £ eburts 
325nes of the Lords Hoſt.,'' The Lord make it biitas 
profitable,as 1 amrfure it is ſeaſonable, ; and'1 doubt not | 
but we ſhalt beexceeding gainers by by It | | 
. Jn this Text which I may call the doome of Meror; Dirigon: 
there aretheſe two things. 

;-Birft, the Authwrof thedoom or ſentence;ths-dhgd 
of the Lord. Curſe ye Meroz, ſaidrhe fem: Core 
Pome” ies Sentencegiven-againſt © 99) F 
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 Whereinlikewiſe conſider theſe two things. 
Firſt, What their fault was. _ | 
- ., Secondly, VVhat their pun:ſbment was. . © © 
Their Faw: ye have-in theſe words, They came not 
out.to the helpe of the Lord, to the belpe of the Lord againſt 
the mighty. © | | 
Their Puniſhment was a curſe, and a bitter one : Curſe 
ye Xeroz; curſe ye bitterly, or (as the word ſignifies) in 
- curſing curſe the :nhabitants of Meroz,continue to curſe 
them,vehemently curſe them, never leave curſing them, 
I ſhall briefly interpret the words , and fo proceed 


An interpre- 


ation. (with Gods afliſtance) to ſome profitable inſtructions. 


. Firſt, the 4»gel of the Lord. I finde greatdifference 
among Interpreters,who-this Ange/ofthe Lord ſhould 
be. Some think it was Deborah the Propheteſle who 
perpsehis Song. Some think Barak the Generall was 

ikewiſe at this;time inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Some think it was the Angel that led them, Michaet- 
their Princewho went out with them. Some think the 
Angel of the Lord, ſignifies all that have dive inſpira- 
20x; but all agrec in'the intent of it; namely, thar'the 
Author is'alledged, that'all might. know that this 
curſe came not from the private ſprrit.of Deborah ox 

1 Sam-14 24 B ar ak (as Sauls Qnce did, when be curſed every one that 
| ſhould taſte any meat untill the evening; that ho mighe 
be avenged on his enemies) butwaspronounced by the 
direQion of God himſelf, and ſo conſequently, they 
who are thus curſed are curſed indeed, The Azgel of the 


Lord, that is divine authority, © Fi 6 434d 

. '2, 4fer02, Vho was Meroz,'andwhat people were 

they ?.. I. could never karn-whether AMferoz were a City 

or a Prownce,few or many,rich or-poor,weak or ſtrong, 

in this all agree” that they were Jewes ; ——_ / 
| q U 


by 


« oe L 
Py = 
. PEE I—_Y 
; as" >; 5X Ys 
\ Cen SS : 
ws : My 
- ” ” . 
"> ad 


: before.the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 


fhould nor have been curſed for not joynipg with 1ſrae/ 
i their warres.' All likewiſe agree, that they qwelt 
neer Mount T#4y20d theRiver:Ksſo;theplace where 
this bartell was forght ,and ſo conſequently neer the 
danger :and/in all probability were calledby Deborah 
and Barak tocomeand affiſtthem, Which'is likewiſe 
judged to be the cauſe, why they had a-heavier doome 
then any other. God cannot abide to bave ſuch ill 
neighbours to his people when they are in diſtreſſe. 
.3. Curſe them, The word ſignifies, Maledrcere verbo, 
malefacere re, 'toſpeak evill of them, to revile them, to 
. reproach them andwiſh miſchiefe to then, 'to doany 
evill againſt them, to execute indeed, what they would 
wiſh in words. VVhat the particular. Curſe. was, or 
what the eventof itwas, no man can determine ; this 
I finde;which is moſt probable: It was ordinarily ob- 
ferved among the lewes , that whatſoever. was juſtly 
curſed, preiv «xfruitfall preſently. If a- Woman were 
_ curſed ſhe proved barren. If the Earth were curſed, it 
brought forth Briars:and Thornes, no-profitable Seed 
or Plants would'srow there. If Trees were curſed, they 
withered away, 1f Gods curſe fellupon Houſes or Crtzes, 
the alles and foundations would fall down.: Gods curſe | 
alwayes waſted that upon which ir fell, So inall like= 
lih6od this curſe cis the cauſe we neverreade more of 
the: If they were a Province, their land proved a de- 
ſalate wilderneſſe.” If a City, it was defiroged; or grew 


unpeopled : this bitter curſe like the Water of jealouſie ,,... 


made anendgfibem.” (7 4 1 (if 5511 de a 
"1:4. >They eame-not tothe lielp of the, Lord againſt 
the #1ighty. Who are theſe 24ighty* Wirthour, all 
queſtion bythe Mighty are literally meant King {a%:», | 


and his General} 85ers , becauſe: they were (boſs gas.) 
On . WY 
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A Sermon preached at the late Faſt. & 


" rent enemies, againſt whom rhe battell was fought. 
But in Gods intent (this being a Propheticall Song ) 
the mighty are all,of what 7ax#e or qualitie ſoever,wha 
are eminent in wiſedome, ftrength, anthorctie or riches, 
and mannage an {ll cauſe againſt the Lord or againſt 
hisChurch. | 

Laſtly, they came not outto- the help of the Lord; 
Bythe help of rhe Zord you will eaſily conclude, that 

in this particular, the help of Deborah and Barak are 
meant. They came not to joyn with the Tribes of Z4- 
bulon and Nepthal:, and that ſmall handfull of 1/79el:ces 
whoby Gods dire@ion undertooke this battellagainſt 
the great Captaine S:fera, Becauſe they joyned nor 
their ſtrength with Gods people, they are judged not to 
help the Lord. For ( as I ſhall ſhew anon)- the Lord 
and his Peopleare ſo conjoyred, that their friends are his 
friends, and their enemies are his enemies, and whos 
ſoever helps not them, are interpreted to refuſe to 
aſ5ift the Lord hemſelfe. | know nothing elſe inthe Text 
that hath the leaſt ſhew of difficultie. .  .' |. 

Were this Text to bee handled at large-in-many Ser- 
mons, ſuch Obſervations as theſe could not briefly be 
paſſed over : as firſt, 

That although Gods people muſt ( ## 2 mas) eſſe, 
Bleſe 1 fay, and notcarſe. Curſes areedged tooles,'dan- 
gerous to bee medledwith, yet there may fall our ſuch 
caſes, that Gods blefſed ſervants muſt come downe 
from Mongt Gerizim, the Mount of Bleſſing; and go 
,up on Monnt Ebal, the Mount of Curfiing; - and there 

curſeand curſe bitterly. Curſe ye Meroz, ſaid the Angell 
of the Lord, $ | os 

Secondly, That although it be true that the curſe 
| caiſelefle ſhall notcome, yet when Gods people ac- 

A | cording 


before the Commons Houſe of Parliament, 


= 


cording.to Gods. direRion, (clave nou errante ) doe 
curſe,their corſe is like the ing raulewhich we readof, = 5:34 * 


#t conſumes. the boaſe it lights upor, thetimber thereof, and 
the ſtones thereof, Itis like the Wolfes foot, ofwhich 
- they ſay, that no herbe upon which it bath-once trod 
will grow afterwards. 1, | 

Thirdly, That the mighty doe. frequently oppoſe 
the Lord: It. is no new thing to finde the Mighty in 
ſtrength,the Mighty inauthority,the Mighty in wealth, 


the Mighty in parts,in Learning,in Counſel! SOCgage | | 
$ Rev.1718. 


all againſ'the Lord,his Church, & Cauſe. The La 

followers and ſervants, are often the poore. and off 
ſcouringofthe World, when Kings, and Captaines, 
Merchants,and \Wiſemen, being drunk with the wine 
of theVVhores fornications,proceedto make warre with 


the Lamb, and to. give all their trength unto the Beaſt, 


till the words of God ſhall be fulfilled.  - _ .. 

Fourthly, That,when the mighty. of the World doe 
oppoſe the Lord, Gods meaneſt ſeryants mult not. be 
afraid to oppoſe. the f2gbty. | 

And fifthly, Thatwhoſoever come out to joyn their 
ſtrength, and to give affiſtance to.the Lords people, the 
Lord doth interpret. then all. to. give helpe and af- 
{ianceto bimſelfe.. | Fd bed al gg "8 

But becauſe my diſcourſe upon. this Text, in this 
place muſtbe hedgd into'one Sermon, 1 may nor letir 
out-inta ſuch a ſpacious field. I ſhall pafle by all theſe 
and many other ſeaſanable truths, which in this Text are 
obvious toall your eyes, andbetake my ſelfe to cleare 
one: lefſan. only, which you will quickly ſee to be the 

naine ſcape and jntens, not only of this verſe, but of 

ji Tea eſt. part.9f this Chapzer, and. moſt Jeaſanable 
forthele times, fqrchis Aſemblyandoccation, viz. $0 
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This is moſt plaine in many other Scriptures, T1 
ſhall cull out but three among three hundred, Ier 48- 
10. That whole Chapter containes the doome of Moab, 
Gods curſe was now to be executed: upon Moab, and 


you may read of Xoab, thatthe Lord once ſent to him «.:. 


when his people were in diftreſſe. Let my outcaſts dwell 


with thee' Meah, be thou a ſhelter to them 13 the time of a 


ftorme. But Moab was too proud to liſten to Gods coun- 
ſell. Moabwasalwaiesan ill enemy to Iſrael. Now God 
comes to reckon with him for it. Now the ſpoyler 
ſhallcome upon all his Cities,and to them who were to 


execute this vengeance of God againſt them. Marke ' 


what a charge is given in the tenth verſe,Curſed is be that 
doth the worke of the Lord negligentl, or fraudently, or 
deceitfully, as the word ſignifies ; Now what'was the 
worke which was to be done ? the next words will tell 
you,Curſed is every oxe that withholds his hand fromſhed. 


ding of blood: the ſtrangeſt reaſon of a curſe that ever 


wasTead of; if ever a man might have pleaded (with 
Peter when the voice ſaid unto him, Arzſe Peter &:ll 
and eate) n0t ſo Lord, I have not beene accuſtomed to 
this, here were roome for ſucha ples, when his worke 
was tO goe and embrew his handsin the #lood of men, to 
ſpill and powre out the Hlood of women and children, like 
water in every ſtreet. Buthe is a curſed max that with- 
holds his handfrom this, or that ſhall do it fraudulently, 
that is,if he do it as Sau/did againſt the Amalekztes,kill 
ſome and fave ſome, if he goe not through with the 
worke,he isa curſed man, when this is to be done upon 
Aſoab the exemy of Gods Church, So that whatſoever em- 


ployment men are put to, they are curſed men; that take - 
not part with God in his worke. Another place you- 


ſhall findin Pſal,137, Es - The daughter of Bahylox 


was 


as they help 
or help nor 
the Church 
© we 


Way If, 
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was there to be deſtroyed, obſerve now the epithete 
which God gives tothe executioners of his wrath a- 
ainſt Babylon, Bleſſed is the man that rewardeth thee, as 
thou haſt ſerved us. Bleſſed is the man that makes Babylon 
drinke the ſame cup, which Babylon had made Gods people 
:0- drizke. Now he that reades the booke of the La- 
mentations, may finde how Batlox had uſed the - 
Church of God, they had &rokez their bones as a Lion 
breakes the bones of a Lamb,brought their zec&s under 
perſecution , made their 5k172 blac kg Like an oven, hang d 
up their Princes by the hand, and which is moſt of all 
cruell,had daſbed their children againſt the loues, Now 
faith the Spirit of God, Bleſſed ts the max that thus 
rewards Babylon , yea, bleſſed is the man that takes 
their liitle ones and daſhes them agaznſt the ſtones, What 
Souldrers heart would not ſtart ar this, notonly when 
he is in hot blood to cut downe armed enemies in the 
field, but afterward deliberately to come into a ſubdued 


' City, and take the lztte oxes upon the ſpeares pozzr, to 


rake themby the heeles and beat out their 474:xes agartyſt 
thewalles, what inbumanitie and barbarouſneſle would 
this be rhought? Yer ifthjs work beto revenge Gods 
Church againſtZ4ylop, he is a bleſſed mar that takes and 
daſbes the little ones againſt the ſtones. 

But there js one Text of Scripture(ifnootber were to. 
be found in the whole booke of God) which is a ſuf- 
fictent proofe, that all are bleſſed or carſed according as 
zbey doe or doe not helpe theCharch of Godin tbetyr need: and 
that you ſhall finde, 4farth.25. 33. &c. The ſumme 
whereof in a few words is this, At the latter end of that 
Chapter isa deſcription of the day of Tudgement, and of 
the manner of Chriſts proceeding at that day. Fiſt, that 
when eſs Chrifi ſhall come inthe glory of his woo 
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he will divide all the goah ro the r:ght hand, andall the = they bop 
wicked to the left band, as the Shepheard divides the we <burb 
Sheepe from the Goates. Secondly, hee pronounces —— 
all on hisright hand leſed;all upon the left hand curſed, 
Come Jee bleſſed, gre ye curſed, Here areall the Heſſed, and 
there are all the curſed. Mark now what is afſignedas 
the only reaſon and evidence why the one fort are bleſſed 
and the other czrſed.It is moſt plaine in the Scripture, 
that at that day the Lord will call people to an account 
for all they bave done intheir whole courſemhetber goodor 
evill : but in this place,Chri#? gathers all that ſhalhe os 
pened andcome to receive bleſſing or curſing,reward or 
puniſhment tothis one head, according as they drd or * 
did zot helpe. and ſuccour his Charch and people 1x their 
time of need, Tothe one ſide, Come yee bleſſed, recerve 
the kingdeme prepared for you, for you viſited my Church 
when it was ſich, you gave meate to my Church when it 
was hangry, you gave my people drink when they were 
thirflie, you tooke them in when they were ſtrangers, 
you cloathed them when they were naked,you came to them 
when they were in priſon: Inaſmuch as you have done tt unto 
theſe, even unto one of the leaſt of t heſe my brethren, you 
| bhave done it unto me, Onthe other ſide, Goeye curſed, 
Why are they curſed> 1 was buzgry andye gave me n0 
meat,I was thirſly andye gave me no drink,1wasa ftiranger 
and ye took me n0t 1B, naked aud youcloathed me not, fick 
and in priſon andye viſited me not :Verily I ſay unto you , 
:naſmuch as you did it not unto the leaft of one of theſe, ye 
aidit not tome, As ifthe Lord at that great day did take 
notice of nothing, but what the carrage of all people 
bath beene to or apainſt his Chatrch and children. 
, What greater evidence can there be inthe world, that 
menare #leſſedor curſed,than this? that they either doe, 
Or doe 30t belp the Church of God, This 
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All are cut- 


fed or ble(o 
ſed- 


) emonttrae 


red. 

Firſt from 
the Chur- 
ches rlati= 
onto God. 
Being made 
one with - 
him in 
Qhrift, 


This will yet be clearer if we conſider the Church, 
Firſt, as it ſtands in: relation to God, Secondly, as we 
ſand in relationto the Church. \ bf 

Firſt, as the Church ſtands in relation to God : 
whenT ſpeak of Godin relation to the.Chureh, or the 
Church to God; you muſt alwayes underſtand God i 
Chriſt, Emanuel. God is in Chriſt reconciling the world 
unto himſelfe. And thus the Churches relation to God: 
gives us tWOeXcellent grounds of this doarine. 

Firſt, the Churchand the meaneft member of it is 
anited ro him, made ozewith him,theyare not only his 

ſervants, his friexds , ſuch as he loves, but heand they 
make but one perſoz, I mean oxe myſticall perſoz, Info- 
much. that throughout the whole Scripture , he. that 
bleſſeth chemblefſeth bimyhe that curſeth them curſeth 
him, he that relieveth them relieveth him, he that 
fights againſt them fights againſt him, he that couches 
them touches the Apple of his eye, allthe relations 
which argue intimacy, tenderneſſe and dearneſle, meer 
in this conjun@ion betwixt God and his-Churchyhe is 
their father, they are his cb:larez, he is their head, they: 
are his members, he is their hus-azd, theyare his wife ; 
yea, they are called by bis zame and he vouchſafes to be 
called by therr #ame, Take but this for granted, and 
you will make no doubt, but allmen are blefſed or cur-- 


fed, as they do or do nothelpthe Lord. The Lord 7e- 


howah is the fountain of all bleſſednefle more then the 


| Sun is the fountain of light, from his favour and good 


will neceſſarily flowes all happineſſe, andeonſequently 
all are bleſſed or curſed according as the aſpetbetween - 
God and them is malignantor benevolent. This ground 
is fully Jaid down in that forementioned place, Afatth. 
25, Tow did it te them, therefore you ajd it tome, yoa refu- 

| ENT INS © "as 
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| ſeditto them, therefore you refuſed tt fo me. It is clearly 
there taught,but I believe there is no. man on earththat 
underſtands it, or believes itfully. And that yery:Text 


gives me a hint-to think fo. Becauſe the. very.righteons | 
themſelves, though they do all to the Saints out ofthe. 


good will they bear to Chrif?, yet when Chrift ſhall a&+ 
knowledge this and ſay, Come ye bleſſed, youfed me, you 


clothed. me, you uifited me; They ſhall anſwer Lord; when. 


ſaw we thee an hungrea, or thirſty, pr a fir anger , or naked; 


or ſich, or in priſon, and adminiftired unto thee? It ſheweg 


that themſelves did not fully underſtand how near they 
were to! Chriſt for whomthey didall theſe things. 
have:ſorgewhere reada ſtory of a S4razen Embaſſador, 


who being with a Chriſtian Prince and ſeeing Nobles- - 


and great-men to wait upon him , and the Prince him-- 
ſelfe to: waitupon a Table full of poor ragged people, 


deſired to know what they were , to whom heiſhewed: 


ſo much reſpeR, he anſiyeredto this'effe&, they were! 
theſervantsof his Lord, and: that he ſerved his Savi- 


our in them. . VVell ſaid the Embaſſador, if your Lord - 


have no better ſervants then theſe , I deſire tobe none 
of them. -I carenot for your Religion. And truly it is 
a hard thing to perſyade not only Saraz2zs but. even 
Chriſtians themſelves, that whatſocver is doneto poor 
abjeQs,the oft-ſcouringof the world, ſhoyldbe done to. 
Chriſt himſelf. No earthly Prince would do fo, equal- 
ly to accept and reward him, that ſhould give a' nights 
lodging or any fiiccourto oneof his meaneſt andbaſeſt 
Grooms. as if it had been done to the perſon of him- 
ſelfe or of his Son... Yet this is the very caſe betwixr 
Chriſtand his Church. mg 
Secondly, another ground from the Churches rela- 
| tzon to God, is this, that as their perſons are nearly, 
= Ez. - _ 


a 


as they Help. - 
or helpnot 
the Church. 
of God. . 
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Al zccu qpited to him, fo their cauſe ishiscaufe. As they "TY 


ed © EOuntevery cauſeof God tobetbeir cauſe, ſo Godac- 
' EGnnts every cauſe of theirs to be his cauſe, a Chro.20, 
Afoab and Ammon andthey of Mount Seir, came with a 
huge army againſt 7ehoſhaphar, he and his people being 
ſaddenly ſurpriſed betake themſelves to- prayer, and 
ſeek help from God: Now mark what Gods anſwer 
was, Be not you afratd nor diſmayed by reaſon of this great 
multitude, the battell is not yours but Gods, Was not the 
battell theirs? all they wereworth lay upon that battell, 
their wives andchildren, their lives and liberties, their 
countrey and religion, lay all at the take, and yet the 
| battell none of theirs, rhat is, not ſo much theirs as 
Gods : ſo in the 74 Pſalme, When Aſaph had laid 
down allthe Churches ſufferings, the pulling downof 
their Synagogues, the waſting of their Countrey, the 
reproach and ſcorn caſt upon them by their enemies, 
v.2:22. he intereſts God in all this , Ariſe O God, pleade thine 
owne cauſe, remember how the fooliſh man reproacheth thee, 
forget not the voice of thine enemies. Thus is theircauſe 
Gods cauſe, their enemies Gods enemies : and indeed 
ifwe look into it narrowly,whatſoever is done to them 
and their cauſe, goodorevill, isdone for Gods ſake. 
This then is a ſtrong argument to prove men bleſſed or 
- curſed, according as they joyne with, or oppoſe the 
cauſe of God. Becauſe firſt, if itbe Gods cauſe, it is 2 
g00d cauſe. Secondly, it isa zoble cauſe. Thirdly, it is 
a ſucceſſefull cauſe. 
Firſt, I ſay, it is 2 good cauſe, The juſt Lordthat 1s i 
_ the midſt of bis Church will do z0 iniquity. The righteous 
Pla.r9. Lord loveth righteonſneſse, Now you knoy it is a bleſ- 
2oicante, ſed thing to have a good cauſe, though ir bea meane. 
cauſe, Davidoften pleaded this before God, that a 
; CAaulc 


Verſe 15, 


Pal. 35.27. 
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cauſe was juſt, his cauſe was upright. Let them ſhout for 3105 bole 

joy, that favour my righteous cauſe. And on the Other t2Ciurch 

fide it myſt needsbe a curſedthing to mannage a curſed oy 

cauſe ; when Davids cauſe. was good , his adverſaries _ 

muſt needsbe ev//,and then he could foretell tha they 219.35.26 

ſhould be aſhamed axd brought to confuſionglothed with re- 

proach and diſhonour who oppoſed themſelves againſt him, 

' Secondly, being Gods cauſe, it is a zoble cauſe, a A* 

man may poſltbly among men have a good cauſe and 

the thing but a trifle,a thing of no great conſequence : . 

but if it be Gods cauſfe,let it appear never fo contemp-- 

tible, it is ſubſervient to the bigheſt end, that can poſ- 

ſibly be thought of, the ſalvation of ſoules, the glory- 

of God, &c. Honour uſes:to put men upon hard and 

deſperate ſervices, men will runne , wreſtle, fight fora | 

crowne, though but a corruptible crowne. There is com: * ors 25: + 

fort in doing good to one , but to advance the good 

| of many, eſpecially of the Church of God, how ho- 

nourable, how glorious is it ? 

Thirdly, Gods cauſe is a ſurceſsefull cauſe, no weapop | v-<le- 

can proſper that is formed againſt it, and every tongue that 1t.yc.r7, 

riſes up tz judgement agatnſt it ſhall be condemned, The 

mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. This Gamaliel ſaw, 4% 35:7. 

when he adviſed the counſell of the High Prieſts, and 

Phariſees, and Rulers, to refrain from oppoſing the A- 

poſtles, 1fthis work be of men it will come to nought,but if 

z1 be of God ye cannot overthrow it, it is- in vaine to fight 

againſt God, Since then the Churches cauſe is Gods - 

cauſe, and conſequently a good cauſe, a noble and.ſucceſ- 

full cauſe, you may eafily hence conclude the happineſse - 

that accompanies the promoting of it, And on the 

contrary as eaſily diſcern, how curſed a thing it is,not © 

only to undergo the diſgrace of- mannzging a wicked / 
and: 


- 


[ 
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r:iento the 
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All our t2- 
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- Fervethe 


Church. 
þ| Cor.12.7, 


Epbeſ.4.1 2g 


x Rc ,4,10. 


and baſe enterpriſe, but to faile of that which wicked 
men uſe to cheriſh themſelves with, the hopes of the 
comfort of reward andobtaining their deſires. 
Secondly, conſider our relation tothe Church: And 
that affords three other excellent arguments to prove 
men bleſſed or curſed, according as they help or help 
not the Churchof God. | t 
Firſt, whatſoever abilities any man enjoyes, where- - 
with he may any wayes beuſefull, they are all given 
him to this very end, to make him ſerviceable to the 
Church. All the manifeſtations of the fpirit are given to 
profit withall, All the gifts which Chrift poured out 
when he aſcended' up gn bigh, are for the perfe#:ng of 
the Saints and the building up of the body of Chriſt, As eve- 
ry one hath received a gift, ſo let him miniſter, as good ſtew- 
ards of the manifold graces of God, The Church is the 
common ſtorchouſe to which all ourwealth muſt be 
carried. Salus Eccleſie ſuprema lex, Which being ſo,the 


- happineſke ofevery thing being the attaining ofthe end 


Prov.11,26, 


for which it was appointed, and the curſe of it the per- 
verting of itt a wrongend, they muſt reeds be bleſſed 
who ſerve the Church, and he muſt needs be curſed that 
deprives the Church of its own due. So/omoz faith,that / 


. he that withholds corn ina time of famine,thepeople ſhall 


curſe him, though itwere his own corn ; but ſuppoſe a 
man had the keeping of the proviſion of the whole 
"Town corn, which were none of his ow, he only intru- 
Fed with the keyes of it, and ſhould let the people 
ſtarve for want of that food,which he ſhould keep pur- . 
poſely forthem - or that a man had the keeping ofa 
Magazen for an armyto furniſh them with what might 
make them vicorious, and their ſafety and victory ha- 
zarded, if not loſt, through his default ; were not this 


man 
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man a Vilkine and a-Traitor:to:bis countrey >: 
-- Secondly, Conſider: how'zere the relation-is/be- 


twixt the Church 'and #5, (exceptiwe be of the malsg- 
zant Church, of the Dragoas armic, and thennomore 
need be ſaid te:prove. mencurfed.) the Church is our 
Afcother, and alt the $a7»ts are our Brethrex,a rehtion 
which all lawes of God an&man. do: faſten-dutie up- 
On. The eye that mecketh at his father or deſpiſeth towbey 
his mother the Rawens of the walley ſhallpick-«t out,and the 
young Eagles ſball eat it. Paul thought he'did no more 


.avthey he 
'or help £5. 
the Church 
of God. 
'Our Coniune 
'Qgon with 
the Church 


Proy. 30. 


17- 
Rom 490243, 


than his dutie-when he had great heavineſs and continual 


forrow iu bis beart and could wifh bimſelfe accurſed from 
Cbrift for his Brethren his kinſmen, who were. Iſraelites, 


Thirdly, All our own bleflednefle fads orfalls with 


the blefſednefſe of the Church: The Church is ſuch a 
corporation or myſticall body, as-hath. in it all the 
propertiesof a naturallbody,wherein no members can 
be happy inanabſtraced ſenſe, butas parts conjoyned 
with the whole : becauſe every part-hath beſides the 
neare relation to the whole, aſubliftency in it, which 


Our land. 
Ing and fal- 
Ing with 
the churck- 
Rom, I2 4 
1 Cor. 12. 


I'2. 


is the foundation ofany other good it receives. And fo 


conſequently, the good or-gaine of the whole is the 
gaine of every member, and whatſoever tends to the 
diffolution of the whole, cannot but bee deſtragive to 
all the parts: As whena company of Merchants have 
bur one: joyned fſtocke; every penny gained or loſt is 
gaine or loſſe to them all. , Oras it is with a company 
of pn intheſame Ship, ſave the veſſell and you 
faveall, figk the Ship, and every mans Cabbin is caſt 
away. Now thisis a more prevailing argament than 
reaſon'can make, ittis grounded: in nature which muſt 
 prevailewith all ; Nature/makes heavie things to af- 
cend, rather than the whole ſhould be endangered by a 

ae | D 2  Ugeuum, 


| 


$i + af0dratdiiprzached at the late Paf,” 
Mev ate * acul;:iannettacher the tonguete organ, when: 
beſed__ the''toe Iv bd opon;the hand to work; thatithebdlly 
- _  ſtarvernoty the feerto-mm;:thatthe back benot:cold.: 
. Every tnanfi:ds this inthe:qatutallbody ;and Gods 
Spirit dwelling in allthe Saints workeseche ame ſpiri- 
ttal{” difpofition* in them-tharare partakets of the di- 
vine nature, That there: be zo ſchiſme or atviſion in the 
__ bodfeof Chrift, but that all tha members may have the fame,- 
com, Care One. for undther, That whether one membir ſuſfer,. all 
2526 the members.:ſhould ſuffer with it, or ont member; be ho- 
noured,allthe members ſhoald rejojce with it, | 
By thistime 1 hope it is cleare,that if we look upon 
Gods promiſes or threatnings mens experienceinall ages, 

- orthe Churches intertft in. Gd, his veare 370% with it, 
his Fe#08 to' it, his owning the Churches caaſe, or if 
we confidetr-our own ezgagements to the Church, our 
neare confun#ionwith it,and under God the dependence 
ofall ourcomforts and-.wellfare upon it, we may and 
muſt conclude,zhat all men are bleſſed or curſed according 
4s they belp or help not the charch of God. 

appicaion The reſt of the time I ſhall ſpendinthe Applica- 

tionofit, that what isthus cleareto your judgement 

and conſcience, may by: Gods bleffing-take due place 

in your hearts and converſations. And there are but 

tw0 colle&tions which I ſhall make for ufe. The firſt, 

briefly for terrour and reproof, the ſecond more largely, 

for exhortation'and duty. ' | oY 15 

2 ror r- Firſt, for reproofe. This ſpeaks very ſadly againſt 

proofe 19 two ſorts of people whereof ( Ged knowes) there are 
belpz== many hundreds of thouſands who yet profeſle them» 

px urck. ſelvs to be Chriſtians, As firſt, Are all they curſed that 

doe not thus helpe the Lord PRO mighty? what 
then are they, -who inſtead of beprag the Lord aganyf 
x | the 


LL 


Iþ mighty 
inflead {Ian iSietengh 
afſicence tothe Chureh in hi 
afliftance they: can mg nag ar 149 rx oy 
they may: do\-milcikiet againitihe'Churndbs Win 
werkine ofibeſroctr> How! maoy arethere — 
_ a9itwere exicracrhieie caanbeiaed the Prageys Mufhex- 
bagk, openly: bidding defiance: againſt the Churebof 
.Chrzſt,/in-every good cauſe 2 'who walk! Antipodes 
againft the: cauſe :of :God), like .4ntochys:, 
warre againſt che: Saints, like the little home in D6- 
nitl, wearing out the Saints of the meſt bigh inallplices 
where they can Prevail? how many ochers-; like the 
"Kings and Princes-inths 2.: Pſal; -Set i theefeluzr, ond 
take counſel againſt the: Lord and againſt bis Avoimttd, 
a4g 01290 45 (deep ns bell for counfelltadoallthe miſchiefe 
they canto rhe ſervanes-of the Zovd. Jefus'Chrift-How 
many otherswith3aleonjdowhirinthern liesto curls -: 
then: for teward,; who corvery; malice rfilcupon and 
revile: the children ofthe _— High'? How -manyo- 
thers, with Edom, look apa the of flittiow of Iſratl, refoy- 
. otier 3hens: in the! yy of thun-.deftraitcen, freaking 
eros vat We "of 1Beix> Aiftyofſvyneryoork 
ruſalem; eos with'it, Yown:anch* itipven tothe 
How 'many-others; wich Amatel; Finite'tbe hindmi(t' af 
Forwn Fires 3280 abs areaeate Donor rm 
unt'\gadl weatre,' adding ſortowes and jdereefingetic 
burthenof the .aflizdZHowmany, with Senballaranid 
Tebiab,' are grieved whenanyare found to'do' goed in 
Iſracd, endeavorring 40 binderthe building of S/ow,and 
to fertber —_ repairing of the walle'of Budylon? God 
knewesthereare too manyfſuch; I hopenotmanyſuch 
preſent here this day before the Lord: But concerning 
theſe; ifthere ine wy ets here, by whatname ie 
title 


hg, thay * the Lo ; 


the * pf God. ©! 
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alaecu- title ſhall Teall them? The'Gyanits who make war a- 
ſed. gainft heaven, buyer; fighters againſt Goa, I know tio 
appellation fitter for them. Bur whatſoever they de- 
light to be called, I moſt earneſtly beſeech them in 
their moſt ſecret thoughts to anſwer theſe few queſti- 
ons. By what injury hath the Lordprovoked thee thus 
apainſt him > what iniquity haſt thou found in him? 
what hurt hath.Chriſt done to thee ? what evils are his 
Tighteous ſervants guilty of againſt thee? Or if thou 
canſtgive no reaſon of this, but only , #07 amo te, zec 
poſſum dicere quare, I know no reaſon, but my heart 
ſtands againſt them, What hoxour or reward doſt thou 
expe& for this deſperate fervice? What hope: haſt 
thou of ſpeeding 2 Canſt thou make thy forces ſtron 
enough to carry the day > O friend though thou bee 
proud and daring, yet be not mad, no weapon will pro- 
_ Zecv1415, per which is formed-agaihſtthem.. God hath ſworn 
it againſt all the _ who fight againſt /eruſalem, 
- that thezy fleſh ſhall conſume whileſt they land upox theer 
feet , their eyes ſhall rot in thetr holes , their tongue ſhall 
; conſume away in thetr mouth, Q\ſet not Briars & Thorns 
i':y 27.4. © 30 fight againſt devouring fire, Let the P uſheards ftrive 
Vay 45.99 with the Potſheards of the earth, but let not.a-poor worm 
fight againſt his Maker. Thou art too weak to ſtrive 
with God: Kick not againſttheſepricks, abſtain, a4- 
ftain from thoſe mer. of whom the Lord hath ſaid;be that 
touches them, touches the apple of mine eye. 
-Torhem Secondly, There are others (not. qpen enemies pro- 
Neucrs, fefſing to take part againſt the Church) who ſtand as 
reuters, who ſtand aloof off, ſhewing themſelves nei- 
ther open enemies nor true friends, like the Saqpar:-, 
tas, who feared the Lord and ſerved their Idols, of 
whom alſo Joſephus faith, rhat when the Jewes " e in 
. Proiper 


before the Commons Houſe of Parliament, 
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proſperity the Samaritans were their friends, but were 


as they help 
or help not 


ever ſevered from them in their adverſity. But as the theChuck 
Lord faid of them when they feared the Lord and ſer- 5557) 
ved their Idols, they feared not the Lord : ſo hewill one 3334+ 


dayſay of theſe,they love not the Lord, They fay ſuch 
as ſtand zemters are ordinarily cruſhed, which fide ſo- 
ever wins, but the Lord acknowledges no Nevwters, 
This text carſesall them who come not out to help himas 

well as thoſe who come to fight againſt him, And our Sa- 
 viourat the laſt day will as well denounce go ye carſed 
againftthem, who gave them not bread when they were 
'-bungry , as them who plucked their bread away from 
them, And in this caſe it is a certaine rule, for it is 


Chriſts rule, he that is zot with me, is againſt me. Andof Mz 


theſe neuters there are two ſorts. Firſt, ſome ſtand neu- 


tth.12.30 
which 


(4 iw Q forts, 


2Ome out of 


 tersout ofpolicy, becauſe they will ſeewhich fide ſhall 32rc. 


prevalle, that they may be ſure to joyn with the wining 


ſide; of theſe we have a notable example Tudg 8. when i255 8-435 


G:deon was purſuing Zeba aud Zalmunnah the Kings 
of Midian, he:cals to the men of S»ccoth, and the men 
of Pezuelto help to vicuall his army, Grve 7 pray you 
loaves to them that follow me, for they are faint, But they 
would firſt ſee what would be the event of the warre, 
Ave the heads of Zeba and Zalmunnah in thine hands, 
that we ſhould give bread untothine army 2 as who ſhould 


ſay, if you havegotten theday we are for you, if not,- 
you muſt pardon us, we will look on awhile longer ; 


and even fo do many falſehearted friends deale with 
the Church of God, turn ewes when they have an ho- 


Hamas prevails againſt them. They will be ſureto be of 
the winning fide that they may ſave theirowne ſtake. 
But what Gzdeons anſiver was to the men of Swccoth 

= Dy — __ 


Verſe 6. 


'  noured AMordecat, &as ready to cut their throats when. 


Verſe 6.9 
If,17, 


© a 


22: 8 © - A Sermonpreddied atthe late Faſt... 
A mecur and Pexuel, when the Lord hath delieted Zebannd Zal 


"raged  munnah into mine houd, then will 1 tear your fleſb nith 
._ -  briars andthornes of thewilderneſſe, therzwill I beat down 
:+'...: your Towers, aniſloy the men of your City, and according- 
ly did it: ſach; lik&doaom and execution ſhallallpoli- 

3: > tick neutersreceive from the handof Chriſt. ' 
lor-full  .2 "21. There is a ſecond ſort ofneuters who neither op- 
cxcicines roſe the Church nor belp it 3-not out of policy, bur 
meer {luggiſhneſſe and defire of eale,or. baſeneſſe of 

ſpirit: loving only their worldly profics and ſenſuall 
pleaſures, nothing regarding what conceraes religion, 

orthe Church: like Galliothe Deputy of Acheiahb 

whenthe' eres one while beat Part, another while the 

Ruler of the Synagogue (as the Text ſayes): cared for 

_ 481824 noneof theſe thingss. If it had been a matter of r2ght 
or equity, things belonging to the Roman lawes,he was 

readyto appear; butt it be a matter of Relrgion, itwas 

ourof hiselement, he is indifferent whether the Beare 

bite the Dog, orthe Nog bitethe Beare, it isalloge to 

him. Abundanceof thefeare tobe found every where; 

Pcor.14:7s, OF WROM we may ſay as Salomoz in another caſe; The 
Iud21.9. (heart knowes his own bitterneſſe,&c. They neitherknow - 
the Churches bitterneſle, nor are acquaintedwith the 

joy of ir. Such (I think) were the menof Iabeſh Grlead, 

| .who when all the Tribes of Ifrael bad bound them- 
8 elves by oath to:proſecute thatbloody murderof the 
j | - Levites Concubine,againſtthe Bexjamtes, and neverto 
' return-untill they had avenged ir, they letboth fides a- 
lone, they bad buſinefſe enough of their ownat home, 
mnor-doubting but there: were: men enough toidoethe 
'work though they keptthemſclves quiet. But thisnen- 
. rrality oftheirs coſt themdear inithe end, their own 
heart blood paid for it : and it is moſt probable, that 
AMeroz 
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Meroz in"this Textwas guilty of tio other aile, The *1b;3%0e" 
Lord'grant that they may be warnings tous, that we be thechurcy _ 
not made warnings to others. I hope this may ſuffice ——= 
for reproof. | POSH i f-$p6 

The ſecond Uſe, and that which I moſt aime ar, iswerſe ro. 

for exhortation. Oh that I weteable to ſpeak ſome-$#%.5*: 
what to raiſe upyour ſpirits, to make you thele bleſ- 
ſed men who willingly help the Lord againft'the: 
mighty :' 1 confefle rhe day, the occaſion of oitr meets" 

ing, this Tex, and your place and office (Right Ho- 
nourable and beloved) give me an infinite advantage tO'r, giveour 
. ſpeak, if I were able to improve all for your good; #r<u2 
Therhing Laime at is,to ſend you home with Duthers:of the | 
reſolntion, who proteſted ro: God,, that no portiong © 
which God could give himin this world ſhould eon- +. +. © 
- tenthimburonly this, ro be Gods ſervant, to bea aſt Þ *' 
full man in his Church , he would care neither for ſits - 
ver nor gold, neither for honour nor reproach? caſe 
| and labour ſhould be all one , ſothat he mightbe a 
cepted andufefull. And would the Lord vouchfafero 
make my labour effcuall with you inthis thing ,'Þ 
ſhould be 2 bleſſed man in mywork-, and you ſhould 
go home the bleſledeſt company that ever mer in ſuch 
an - Aſſembly. To this end I ſhall endeavour two 
things. | | _ | 
\ Firſt, to giveyou mtrves or incentives to inflame ,,..... 
your hearts after ſuch atemperof ſpirir, that you may thercuns; 
be willing to give up your ſelves to the helpofthe 
Lordand his Ghwurch, KG 
Secondly, ſome dire#:075 to enable you in truth and 

reality tobe uſefull. And although moſt of the things 

that I ſhall ſpeak do chiefly concerne you, our honou: 

rable Worrhies, yet they will in their proportionreach 

the meaneſt inthe congregation . -- 


—_— 
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ſedorbleſ- 
ſed 


: From” 
Gods hou 
Nour, 


| * _ SFromour 
1ei'ation to 
the Church, 
& the Chur. 
ches gaine, 


Men are cur- 


_ ., Toſtiryou vp, conſider theſethree motives. . + 
- Firſt, the-honour of God, Certainly the higheſt / 
end of our living in this world, is to honour God. 
Hallowed be thy name, is tbe firſt petition of every 
one that ſaith the Lords Prayer. Now a man never -- 


givesgloty to Godas God , never ſets up God in his 
_ right place, till be have devoted himſelfe wholly and 
- abſolutely to ſerve him in what is moſt acceptable. 


with him. And I have made it apparent that the 
Church of Chrift is that field fromwhich he expeas 
the moſt plentifull crop of glory, and therefore would 
have the moſt coſt beſtowed on.iit 5 He gets glory by. 
all our-aRions, but in.what we do for the Church, we 
give him glory and that in the higheſt degree. . 
Secondly, as for Gods ſake, fo for the Churches ſakes 
It is ever well with the Church, when the members of 
ir, do preferre the Churces good above their owne. 
Polititians and-Hiftorians obſerve this of States and 
Empires, that they uſvally thrive when the Subjeas 
are Common-nealths nn pe; one endeavouring to 
promote the publick good, Live obſerves this of Rome, 
that ſo long as men would leave their trades, farmes, 
and merchandize, Ladies part with their Jewels and or- 
vaments,rather than any detriment ſhould come tothe 
City, all Nations were ſubdued to them: But when 
they grew preuate wealths men, every one labouring to 
preſerve and adorn hisown Cabin only; the ſhip-pre- / 
{ently was endangered and went todecay. This is as 
true ofthe Church. Tn all the riſing times of it , God 
harh' ever ſtirred up ſuch noble-and generous ſpirits, 


who bave given-themſelvesto the Lord, and the ſer- 


vice ofthe Chyrch, In the 4#s of the 4pofiles you 
ſhall figde hat they were all of one heart and of one minde. 
| No 


— 


tba 


and goods, diſtributing them-4s tuery man hdd nerd, and = =— 
lived ſo, as if one ſoule poſſeſſed them all : /This: was wg 
the thriving time of the Chuzch. _ Then their xoulci« 

tude incfeafed by thauſands-ahd- ten thouſands, and: 
walking in the'fear of the Lord, and the cotafortofthe 
Holy. Ghoft yere-raultiplyeds But when once imen; | 
grewtaſcaktheir dn iheugs, andoortbe thingsiof/6« 

ſus Chriſt; and his Church, the Chufch ſoopndfell into: 


a lavguiſhing condition. As therefore you deſire-to- AQ" 9-38 | 


keep: up, the ſpirits and ſtrevgthofthe Church, ſo.le+ 
bour to. keep-up yourownſpiritsfor the Chirgh»,as 
you defize-that-may tot faint, ſo-da you:take heed of; 
faintingiinthe ſerviceof it. oe oY 


\. . - Thirdly, as for Godsſake, and the Churches fake,fo zFom or 
for yourownſake , for your awo comnfortand benefit} yon?*”” 


an that in-many:'reſpets;-:; Asfirſt, fockaframedf 
Spirit-as this, will be: the beſt evidence of your owne 
ſafe condition, of your peace with -God ; tisa com- 
fortable/ thing-far a mano bate his luſts, to ftrive as 
inances, to be.oftenenquiring:; Yhat ſball 7 do tobe (> 
ve4? but all this maybe butſel-love(athough fuch 
2love God approves of):but whenthe ſoule comesto 
enquire, what ſhall 1:do thar Chriſt may be:glorified; 
that his Church ady be edified > to know no-crofle 
but the: Churches croſle> . to preferre the joy of the 
Church before all his own! peace and welfare > this is 
not oghyian Argument of a manilbokipg Heavenward, 
' but onethat hath proceeded farteintheway gi & Schos - 
Ter of the firftand bigheft form ; and this isthatwhich 
Saint /obx means, when he doth onequrny age 
ay 0 Our 


efore the Commons Heaſpof tankioments Tye 


No mar ſaid that ought of the things thatthepd fad may, ih help. 
his own, they had all things cammon.: Sold iberr poſsefStons. Ia 


| Py res uponduties,' to. attend ypon Or ages: 
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2 Ioh2.14 


Veiſ.to; 


; Y Ig 


1f2.38.2- 


rater oe Our evidefice to Heaven,'upon love of the brethren, 


Hereby we know that wt are tranſlated from death to life; 
becauſe' we love the Brethren," In tbis are the children of 
God manifeſt from the children of the Devill: He that 
loves #ot bis brother , is not of God; Hereby we know that 
we are of thetruth , andſhall aſſure our hearts before him, 
Everyone that loves God , loves bim- alſo that is be- 


gotten © of | bim, And many. other expreſſions, as 


if Saint: 70h» knew no other evidence but Love ;, 
now- what love is it? He means it not of an in- 
ward affetion only, to wiſh well to them, and ſo 
forth, but by love 'to ſerve' our brethren, to lay 
out our ſelves, our lives, and parts; and all to ſerve- 
them, To lay downe our lives for the ' Brethren , 'as 
Chrift laid downe bis life. for us. This was that 
that bore up Hezek:abs heart in the time of his |, 
ficknefſe,” when he could pleade, Lord, remember 
that © 1 'bave ' done that”. which is: good 11 thy fight, 
What was the _ that Hezekiah had done > e- 


.ven' this, He bad ſet himſelfe to purge Religion, 


Neb, 13.14 


to ſet up Gods Ordinances, ro make the Church 
proſper, given up himſelfe to the" publick ' ſervice 
of the Church of God. This made” Nehemiah com- 
fortably to goe'to God : Oh my God, wipe not 
our the good deeds: that I have done for the Houſe 
of. my. God, And indeed there neither is, nor can 
be, any more certaine or. infallible figne of a living 
member of Chriſts body, and of our communion 
with Jeſus Chriſt.in his holy Spirit, that Spirit which 
dwels-and aQs in his whole myſticall body, then 
this, to ſympathize with the- Church, to ſuffer in the | 
ſafferings of it, to rejoyce in the conſolations of | 
it; and to. preferro the good of it, .beforethat. of 
7 j} ' our 
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our owne ſoules : Secondly, the'/bonour. of it may.**5, be 
provoke you. Ingennous and Noble Spirits will doe the Church 
more for their honour then for: their-gaine : now if ——_ 
you weigh”it in the. Ballance. of the 'SanQuary,, A 
you ſhall finde;-that ro be a publick fervantof the, Andour = 

' Ghurch, to bave an influence into the welfare of max forc604 = 
ny, "is the greateſt honour which-God communicates #045". 
ro any Creature z The Creatures;which. are for pyb- -. -.. - + 
lick-and univerſall ofe,are meſt-noble andexcellent, 
cbs World:might ſtand well enough -without Pearls E 
and Jewels, :and a+thouſand ſuch- like things,” but "a. 
the Fire; the. Vater, the Sunne, the Earth, which are 

' ſervants-to-all;”'the:: World: were} ruined, without 
them. Yea'; this'will: make us'like. tothe. Angels, 
the excellenteft'of all: Gods creatures , 'whaſe, de- 
lightfull employment is to be Minifhtrin ; Sperets, 
ſent forth 'to Mipifter far them, :wbo Jholl bee beires 
of ſalvation; What ſhall 'I- fay, this;makes us (more 
then' any thingelfe) like unto God Himſelfe, Thou 
art good and doeft- good; almoſt all-the knowledge BY 
which we-bave of the: glory-of God, comes from "3 
the good which: God'diffuſeth into the Creatur, I 
and” they 'partake-- moſt of. G-o D s. Nature, anc 
moſt eminently beare his\/Image, who are his moſt 
uſefull inftraments in doing-good to_ his Church 

- and People?! and-if: we marke 4t, we (hall feldome 

finde:the Ho Ly Gno'sT-in the Scripture, to 
point*out-any as truly honourable, but under this no- 
tion; that they ſtudy: the'welfare, and good of Si- 
Os "Marker nhbin: whom Saint, Paul commends in 
the twelfth tothe 'Remars, and ye. ſhall ſce this is 
- the matter of their praiſe : Phebe mat 4 ſervant A 
Say. > = 0's the 
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"Men are . 


*, 
> 


Weſſed 


2.Corb.15e 
ici,” What" was the hooſhold of Stephravs2 It 


2 Cor.8.23, 


the Church at: Centhrea, ſbe: was '# favourer of many;:, 
Aquils and Priſtille' were Pauls helpers , ready: to. lay, 
downe their necks*for 4 publick good. Afory, An- 
dronieus, Vrban, Triphena, Triphoſa, and many others 
this istheir commendation, They labourtd much inthe 
Zord, So-the houſhoutd of Srepbexus,, Paul would 
have all of them ſabjeQ to. the honſhold: of Steph» 
aus, he: would have*them'numbred among the .P«- 


bur here is'the 'Crowne': They addifed: themſelyes to 
_ the ſervice of the-Saints : and of the meſſengers of 
the Churches; ſome good men. that' came :on-the 
Churches ertand tithe: Apoſtle fairh ;: if -any inquie 


| * red what they were, what 'ranck / ot» quality they 


were of, he anſwers, they- were The Meſſengers of 
the Charches', the'glory: of Chrift, Yea Saint Paul of 
bimſolfe, *who'ſeldome gloryed -of /himlelfe; who 
—_ hee were” the "greateſt Apoſtle; eſteemed 
himſelfe the greateſt- ſinner, yet could. not- for- 
beare pglorying in this, That | bee labaxired:; more-'a- 
pundantly then ally otber?,; -tbat the Care "of. all the 
Churches . upon him., that | hee: became all thipgs -t0 
all men, that be might ſave ſome, gnd the; Stigma- 
74, the brands or \markes-that he-bore about his 
body for bis ſeivice inthe Church; hee! glid::more 
glory in, thar'aty Noble mag can ofhhs:/Geoprge 
5 Blew Ribbind :/ You ſhall fer: ir: @alathion 
| 4 gore 7 ih, ccrd- bh had uſed _ Pgul 
Torngwhat courſely / judgedchis aftions-and intenti- 
[ods z/afi Lets Grine rad trbmen 25 ti takes are 
Sel Uk, HO POO: 2 GR ERIN 5. 
Ds — I. ae - x What 
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Whit mide Vim els bigh3n | | 
my bay, the Stigmata-, the-markes of the' Lord Tefus + 


This was a Badge of his' Honour, and therefore: - 


help noe -© 
the Church © 
of Gad.” coal 


they muſt uſe him honourably ;' and indeed Hf wee 
 conipate the honour and #plory that reſts'updn men 


for the fervice'of Car 1 8 tafid his -Church,) and 
that : which vaine -men: ſeeke in other things, the 
truth of this would eafily- be ſcene. ' Suppoſe one 
man. could (xy , this woand'I received in fighting: 


for a 'Mifftis tn-a Dud|F#'*Another .chus,: my ſtare - 


is empaired in Þfangling Suites-at Laws: Another 
in Gameing and "Wh iQ | 
what gloty-15jh theſe things? Bur nowon;':theio- 
ther fide,” wheti a Servatit Of-Gbd can ſay; 2co mus 
36" Ectlefia Pug#ano, 5; : Theſe Offices Tt loft 
this prefetnjent I wet withour, thus was I-ſcorned, 
thus is my-body' waſted for'C arts rs fakeand 
for bis Chiltches fake othis'is gloryindeed; this glo« 
ry exceedsthe hippies of morratity; and witlour- 
live al* wealth and- pleaſure; .' And 'all -experience 
ſhewes us, that however (ſuck men 'are moſt oppoſed 
and fcornedby'the* enemiies-of theoChurehywhoal 
wayes*moft ue line is :Captaines-andiLea- 
. ders; yet ainong'the'Szines theſe arethe mot preci- 
otis men ,' One-of them eſteemed>worth:a- thouſand: 
of- « ers md this fome-thinke Saint: Paw: to.aime 
at«1 


- 


YE Rfthio-the Rowans, when he (airhi,: frarcely 
for i Vighttous Wan willione dye; yet peraauenture far # 
good 'n1an, thee is, a uſefull Maby x ſerviceable Man, 
2 Man: whoſe life and labonrs: benefits many; Some 
would even dere to dje. Thirdly, nor is the :Re« 
war® efle , at'rhe' preſent ir nay" bee. ſ{chv-inftru- 


Whoting. [Whac fruit 3 wkae- 


V. ”. 
Thirdly in 
the great- 
ncle of our 
reward, 
Mat 19 29» 


as they help 


fils Spirit > 7 beare an 
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Ailare;cur- 


SSA Wen oomoommmme. mt 


- mments may looſe Houſes; or-brethrew;; or. children, or 
lands, and their owne. lives; but they ſhall finde it 
_ againe, #7» this life an bundred fold, beſides the inbert- 
tance of everlaſting. life. | Bread. caſt upon, theſe was 
ters is ſeed ſowen ip fertile grounds. che boſome. of 
tte. Church is the moſt fruicſull ſoile in the world, 
Fleſh and | blood: will- never, believe this, but Jeſus 
Chriſt the Lord of Life /and Glory, whoſe all 
the Silver ;and Gold. injrhe-;VVorld is, who.. bath 
Power. enough -to-. promote. his - ſervants and fa- 
vourites, hath fufficiently' aſſured .us of this in his 
| Goſpell;z'' Men will ſecurely adventure their e- 
ſtates upon} Ropes and. .Cables, in the; deepe Seas, 
when- the 'enſuting office'is engaged torthcir ſecurt; 
tie ; if yee dare-truſt the: inſureing. office of Hea- 
ven, goe on, ſerve the Church, 1 promiſe in -the 
 Nameof Chriſt; to you, {.yee-. ſhall bee paid e- 
very - penny. , every- houres-' {leepe; which... yee: have 
broken, every-/gray-chaire, which. is-j bereby. ſcatte- 
red upon your head, every. diſeaſe which, yee have 
contracted, every reproach ; which you have ſuf- 
fered'; ye ſball looſe nothing by all; or. any of. theſe, 
he will repay it you in this ;world ap hundred. fold 
in better things, it may -be: with / trouble and. perſe-- 
cution, but: in-the world 40 come ye.ſhall have life 
everlaſting z" Thus: fatre-the, motives, which would 
the Lord et finke into your: bearts,., howwonld.. yee 
with Paul rejoyce. to be offered up a. Sacrifice for 
the: Church of Chrift? how: williogly: would yee 
continue to ſpend ; and to bee, ſpent in ſo, good a 
worke's: - YOu etT AT | | 
Secohdly, ſon 
todoe this : where 


e--dircRiens. how we may bee able . 
 Eift, 


 - CET OT PE IF h - 
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' Eirft, Iſball' ſhew'whar isrequiſite toprepare'us and *'h<ybelp 


orhelpnot *- 


fir us to be the Churches ſervants. Secondly, i how ths Church 
and . wherein,. they that are fit' ſhould ' help the ——- 

_ *'Eirſt, men'muſt bee fitred-for it; this 2ercury - 

is not made of every wood; the Lordneeds no In- Ment? tt 
_ Airumnents ; if hee uſe any, it is propter munificen. ful. 
— tfam , not- propter indigenteamy' becauſe. hee meanes - 

to honour-them; not becauſe they can benefic him: 

and' therefore hee: will 'make them choice fpirits , | 
rare and fingular men, to whom he will thus com-,, 
muanicate his own - glory., and:three things muſt =utbe 
-. meet in-them. Firſt; They 'muſt be godly; a Ge- 
neralÞinan Army, neither gives pay nor. command 
to any, untill-they bee duly entred (into his muſter- 
book: Now' men are never numbred among the 
Lambs'followers, : their names: are not entred/ into 
his Liſt, untill they be Saints.Read Revelation, where” 

ever the ' Lambs followers are deſcribed,. They are Rev.7, 1+ 
ſuch as have waſhed their Robes, made them white in 

the blood of the Lamb, ſerving him night" and day,\, . 
they are redeemed from- the earth; in their mouth ts 
found. no guile,' They that are with the Lamb are 

called and choſes andfaithful. And: it muſt needs be 

ſo; for ſo long as men are in their unregenerate 
condition, they are Satans vaſlals in the maine; there 

is not in them a ſubſtratum of reall uſefulneſſe: ts 

the Church; their heart cannot be with the Lord 

nor his people : Tis only the new life which is 

the right principle of this; ſervice which is here - 
expeced : If therefore the Lord: have kindled in 

any of your hearts a defire to doe him fervicez. I 
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ſedorbicl- ou, firſt, bumble your ſauls: deeply before 
red — God for you ſinnes; get your Robes waſhed in the 


-—" blood of the Lamb, reſt nottill the Spicic of Chriſk 


cometo dwell inyou, and whenyeehave, once-with 

the Theſſalonians, given your ſelves firſt to the Lord, 

then yee are fit to give your ſelves to the Church 
for the Lords fake, | be 

Secondly, as they muſt be godly , who: would be 

ſervants to rhe Church; ſo-they mak learn to deny 

themſelves ; they muſt be taken off from all private 

ſelfe-engagements;z rhey muſt - ſet - light by their 

own eaſe, theirown profit, and theirown life :-1f any 

... .. man (ith Chriſt) come to me, and hate not hys father, 

10014* aud mother , and wife, and children; and brethnqn, and 

ſifters, yea, and his own life alſo, he cannot bee-my Diſ- 

cieple, Search through all the Scriptures, you. ſhall 

hardly finde a man who ever was fitted: to,bee uſe- 

full in the Church”, till he had fer himfelfe afide; 

>Tim 2.4 No man that warreth, entangleth himſelfe with the af. 

 faires of this life, that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen 

him to be a ſouldier, And rherefore it was the A,B;C, 

which Chriſt taught all his followers, even this 

Teflon of /elfe-deniall: You ſhall read Hat.20,v.22, 

That when the mother of Zames and 70bz came to 

ſeck preferment at Chriſts hand for her two ſonnes , 

that the one might fit at his 7zgh? hand, andthe other 

at his left in his Kingdome; Chriſt prefently nips, 

that motion in the head; and tells them, that inſtead 

of expeRing ſuch high and pleaſant things in this 

world, they muſt ( ifthey. meant to be his Apoſtles) 

prepare to 4riak of bis cup, and to.be baptized with his 

baptiſme ; that. is, take paines and ſuffer — 

An 
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And verily, ſad experience hath raughtrhis', Thar'ss cher help 
. men are never cordiall to the Church of Chriſt , Gods Chir. 


who embrace this preſent world, Tris recorded of the 
King of 'Nawarrethena Proteſtant; being'preſſed by 
Beza, to appear more in the Cauſe of God , and to 
own Religion to the pee :* He makes him an- 
ſwerrorhis effe&t., Tl 

reſolved to/pur no furtherto:Sea;ther thar he'mighr 
get to ſhore if a ſtorme:ſhouldrif#hexeſolved: not to 
hazard his hopes of ' the Crown of*Fraxce,” and:yow 
know whar became of him. So when men-willmake 
Religion as :we/ve,. and the world- as thirteen, they 


art'he was cheir friend, bur he 


will-in-1ad ls, with: Dena; forſake the caliſe and': Tim. 4, 
F 


ſervants of Goel, "4 | | 
thoſe Porters, recorded inthefirſt of the Chronicles, 
who dwels among plants and hedges :+ There they dwelt 
with the King for bs work, A brand iwhich the holy 
Gholt ſets uponthem, whowhen Tyrwprocleimed: 
liberty and incontagement, toreturn' to Ferwſalem;, 
to rebuild:the Temple, 'and{ſerup the Worſhip of 
God, 'refuſed ro/ go back with their Brethren , and 
choſe rather: ro: dwell: among plants” and bidees, 
rhen rohavard againfult Trade, which they'made: 
of the Kingswork. O'beltoved; rake heed of theſe 
choaking. Thorns; the'riches, cares; and pleaſures 
of this World ; elpecially, beware of the World, 
when it comes' with flattering allurements:- Many 


ſhips/have been fwallowed ina culm;whenthey have” 
aur+-rid ſeverall forms;: Troubles and perſecurions, 
(like the windein P/uterchs Parable) make menigird - 
their cloak (their profeſion.of Religion;andiſervice. 
to:the Cauſe of :God:) cloſer- ro them. 'whenthe - 
"ID F . warm 


and embrace the preſent! world" Like'*3* 
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bLiſed 


yes **, warm Sunſhine - of, -preferments: ſteals \it front 
them : 23.53 38A» G37 C1, 4 D : 


_ Abu in adver fo facile ot contermnere viteme - ©: 


There is a notable ſtory of a Souldier of Avtige- 
#4, one whom the Prince(obſerved to be a very va- 
liang;man , feady taatventiire upon any deſperate. 
lexvice ,,,ant; therefore, mueh'\favoured\ him 3 and- 
gbſerving thathefſbill- looked: paleand lean;! would 
needs know. what heayled, and finding that he-had a 
ſecret and dangerous diſcaſe, he canſed all poſible 


-. . meanze be uled for-hisrecovery.;! which: whe ir 
* -was accompliſhed, the Prince.obferyed: himto'be, 


Ags 20. 


3- They 
muſt love 


athechurch 


lefle forward in ſervice then formerly, and demand- 

ing the reaſon, heingennouſly..acknowledged that 
now:ihe fele the:ſweerneffe oflife,.and was lothto: 
lofeir. Modal 9. mariychouſands , - who'with 
Fonat any. enthey-comerincon Wood thar drops 
with-Honey, leavethe chaſe o6..Gods enemies, /and 
feed uponthe iweesnefle. of worldly advancement. 
But,.Q:ys.Vy orthies -Figali th ings; with Pep, 
efteens your livgs'ugt lar: youi211 tet vo carthlyshing- 
move y0u,[0 you'ragy finiſhyavr courſe and ſervice appormed. 
you, fromgand forobe Lord Feſws Chriſt, and conclude 


with A/ihor,; if. periſh, 7 perfect >» [lf 


Ehirdly, Wboldever would be reall uſcfullin-- 


ſtrument; fox the good of the Churth:; muſt geran 
#nfaigned lewe to-the Church planted in his: heart, 
that 4c may bear fruit in his lifeand aQtions. . Ail we 


do.is nothing but: buri/ahourof Jowes :Lowe will force : 


more thenthe ſtrappado, draw nidre then a yoke of 
pI 7 Oxen 5 


UMI 


HB Fog he o to -$Þv A a IS TG 


a ———— ——— —_ 


before the. Commons Howſe of "Parliament, | 


35 
Oxen;. Itisaſweer and ſtrong'tyranr; When the 347 hp 
Apoſtle Paul had prefſed the Corinthians earneſtly the Church 
ro ſtudy for the beſt gifts,:to make themuſefall in 
the Church: And to this purpoſe givesthema Cara- 
logue of the ſeverall gifts and graces, which Chriſt 
for this end, had (hed abroad, when he aſcended vp 
on high :.. Yer in the laſt verſe.of that Chaprer, he. 
promiſerh ro ſhew- them & wore excellent way, "arid thar * <9: 1%: 
isthe,way of love, which helayes. downin the thir- <6 
tcenth Chapter, - which will 4s all chings; endure all 
rhings, withour which, if men had the rongues of 
men and: Angels, a}l other gifes ofpropheſie, know- 
ledge, &Cc. they are: but as ſounding brafſe ,' or tintkling 
cymbals »T his is the reaſon why Saint Fohx through- 
our all his-Epiſtles, cals for almoſt: nothing 'bar 
* love; becauſe in that he cals for all. © My little chils- 
aren, love, one anther, And this is;alſo- rhe 'reaſon, 
why the Devil doth ſo infinitely labour to ſow the 
tares of diviſion in the fae}d of the:Church; ' he 
knows, if he can break the bend of love, he breaks the 
vond of perfection, and opens the flood gares toconfu- 
fion. Reſt not therefore, who ever rhou art that de- 
ſireſt ro do good in the Church, till the love of it be 
fixed inthy Breſt , as deeply as the love of the Ark 
was in the heart of the wife of Phizehas., who" died 
for grief when the Az of God was'taken: 'Or as - 
 Caliceis ſaid to have been in Queen Maries', "who 
affirmed, that if her body were opened, Calice would be 
found in her heart, Tothis end, conſider often, how 
dear the Church js.co'thy: dear: Redeemer;,. how . ..  ; 
comely..and þeautifult iris in irTelf ;\comely as the ew — 
zains of Soloyrn, eyen when it is black as the tents of 
ES Kedar 
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All are cure Kedar with perſecution : How deformed } unclean; 
led and every way. vain' all other ſocieties are in compari- 
—— ſon of thi, As the Lillfamong-thethorns, How neer 
rothy ſelf,” begorten of the ſame ſeed, laid inthe 
ſame womb-with thee, and thou alfo werrt laid.in its 
womb, and ſucked its breſts, redeemed with the 
ſame blood, enjoyeſt all the fame priviledges, haſt 
all thy welfarc in this worid wrapt'up in its welfare, 
and expedteſt.ro live with it to all eternity in the 
ſame glory. Theſe thoughts rightly working upon 
thy heart, would make thee willingly ſpend; and be. 
ſpent for the Churches good : Thy ſervices would 
not beas the motion of a ſtone caſt our of a ſling, at 
firſt ſwift by virtue of a violent impreſſion; bur cons 
ſtant and ſtrongeſt, rather roward the Jarter end, as 
thoſe motions are ſaid robe, which proceed-from a 
naturall -inward principle. So then -you-eaſily ap- 
prehend the extcllenr uſe, and indeed the neceſſity 
of rhe'concurrence-of- theſe three qualifications of- 
godlineſſe, ſelf- deniall, and love, ro the making up of a 
good Church-man : The Lord make them evident 
im all your hearts and wayes; 
Whattheſe- Next follows, What-men thus accompliſhed 
friends of qqay. and-muſt 'do for the Church. The ſervice re- 
maſt do. "quired may bereduced ro theſe two heads: - 
. Firſt, SoOmewharto prepare-usfor action; 
'Secondly, To-a@ as weare prepared; 
By way of preparation three thingsare requifite; 
- 1By way Firſt, carefully ro z#f9rmour ifelves of the ſtare and. 
obpiepie, Condition-in which the Church is;' otherwiſe we 
myſt; deprive our:ſelves'ef all pofſibilirie-of 'being help- 
folli0.ir. . Rea man never ſo willing; —_— - 


— 
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able to relieve the diſtrefſes of his brethren, he-can b*ngrhele 
neither heal the ſick, nor help: the poor, -unleſſe he Ekurts. 
knew who and where they, were that needed, and jun 
- what help they wanted. This made Nehemiah fo wants of, 
diligently to'enquire concerning Feruſalem., and his <7 ARS | 
brethren which were left of the captivity. This made © © + 
Danicl ſearch-into Jeremiahs Propheſies, to: know Nan. g. 
the condition of the Church,and learn his own dury, 

2. This enquiry muſt not be out of Athenian cy- * y=p+- 

. - cthize with 

rioſfity,as moſt people enquire after news $; bur ſoro them. 
know , as to work our hearts to a fellow. feeling of 
their-condition, otherwiſe all our intelligence wil. 
be as dry clouds, flying over our heads withour a 
drop-of rain, Thus did Nehemiah as ſoon as he Nehe..4.: 
underſtood: that his brethrew were in great affliction 
and reproach, the wall of Ieruſalem brokew down , and 
the gates thereof. burat -mith fire, he ſate down and wept < 
This prepared him for the. good ſervice he did afrer- 
ward; Thus alſo did Daziel, who when God had Dan8.22-: 
ſhewed-him, though bur..in a viſion, the calamiries 
that were to-come upon the ;Church of the Jews. 
by Antiochus Epiphanes, be fainted; and was ſick certain 
dayes.. And the want of this fellow-feeling is both 
raxed-and threatned by-God.in Amos 6, Na man's 
ſorry for-the affliition of Toſeph. God efteeming it an 
argument of little. love to. fit.down with, Hamap.:..... ©: 
at a. banquer,, when the Citie of. Shuſhan is-.in pes- 
plexity. . | Es 'S. 

3. As we muſt .know. and 'beaffefted with rhe z.-They- 
Churches. want,. ſo-we muſt enquire. whar. is in ow Tutcn- 


power ro do for it, wherein we may. be helpfull, This Jin the 
I-ſhall have occafion to ſpeak of afterward. adv 
Fig. Thee: 


g 
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All ae- The ſecond ſort of direQtions are tor ation. And 
*  * theſe may be brought to two heads. 
By wy Firſt, ſomewhat we muſt do immediately fo God 
of ation, for the Church. IIITTERS 
theymulf © Secondly, ſomewhat we muſt do for the Church 
| rom God, _ 
1. Pcayfor Firſt, That which we are to do to” God for the 
” Churchis to pray for it. Inamethis ft; becaulc it 
15 che firſt and-chiefeſt ſervice that we can periorm. 
If any other talent bea peny , Prayeris a pound. 
-This is rhe tafenr of all talenrs; concerning waich 
I-fhall ſpeak a little more fully fas the ſeatonable- 
nefle of ir requires. | | x 
Firſt, it muſt be granred,thar all che friends of the 
Church may help it with their prayers : If wich Peter 
they have no ſilver nor gold, but will give ſuch as 
they have,they may afford a fubfidy of Prayer. They 
have all the ſpirir of adoption,cnabling them to cry, 
Jonah 1.6. Abba, Father: So that what the Maſter of the ſhiptaid 
ro Forah, What meaneſt thou, O ſleeper ? Ariſe and call 
pon thy God + ( though he could neither fir at ſtern , 
nor handlethe tacktings, vyerhe mighe pray; ) may 
be ſaid ro any man in regard ofthe Church , though 
thou canſt neither run, nor ride, nor write, nor 
fight, yer thou canſt pray: Awake, awake. And 
Iſ:122-2s plan it 15,' that God requires-it ſhould be ſo. 0 
Iſai. 62.6, pray for the peace of Fernſalem. You that make mention 
7. of the Lord keep not, filence : Give him noreſt, till he 
Jer. 51. 50. effabliſh and make Feruſalem the praiſe of theearth. Yon 
| that have eſcaped the ſword, remember the Lord afar off, 
and let Feruſalem come into your minde, But the chief 
thing I aymar ts, to diſcover the power of Prayer : 
| Which 
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Which I ſhall never be able fully ro:expreſie :None®:theykds. 
can tell what Prayer can do, bur he that can tell what «be Churct + 
God can.do: Yet thele few concluſions may give =. 
fome.lightchward i oil 2h ED ihe Whagreas. 
Firſt, God hath not promiſed to do any thine without i prett 5 

It is confeſt, he doth many things withour Prayer, able odd. 
bur he hath nor promiſed to do any thing ror his 

Church wichour it. 44 this will I do, (ſaith-ghe Lord) Exc. 36: 
but for all thiſe. things will 1 be enquired by the bouſe of *” © 
Iſratt. | 5A | 

! Sorundly ; As he hath promiſed ro do nothing 
without, ſo he wil! do all things byit : 1 will viſit you Jere.29. 
Claith God) andperform my good word toward you 5 \ bur 29, 12- 
. you muſt perfor your good work towards me. Then 

hall ye call upon me, and you ſhall go and pray unto me. 1 Ask 1 Joh, 14; 
and you fball receive :. Thus is the confidence that we have, 5 
that whatſeever we ack accordingto hiuwill; we knowthat 

we have the petitions that we defire of hum, What can- 

not Prayerdo-*- Itis able rooverthrow:alienemies : , > 
When I pray, mine enemies ſball turn hack. : An hundred pril.$6.9. 
eighty:-ftverhouſandAavere overthrown 4n one:nighr, vn =" Y 
atrer the Prayer of HeZrkiah Irisablerptarn away ,,:-.: 
all-plagues, peſtilence; famine ,-{word,,  wilde-beafts; © 
whatſoever plague or ficknefle there. be, prayer and 
fupplicationwill beal all. Iris able: tro bring down 
a}}:mercies ;..Ir isthe key. of Heaven + Eliah, a man 
tubje&irotheſame infirmities withus, he prayed,and 

the Heaven was hat 4 he prayed again, and the Hea- 

ven.was opened. It isthe moſt efficacious engine in. 

the worlds it opened theprifon doors, and the Iron 
gate;tpſet. Peres" ar- liberty, + It'is the ſum of all 
wiſdom, ſtrength; and policy.” Waar ſhould I ſay 
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Riorbier, More © It prevails over God himſelf, Facob wraftled 


id - -with God, and prevailed: What was his wraſtling * 
Gen. 32. What was theftrength; whereby, as 4 Prince, he had 
26. and | power with Goa ? Even this, he wep#, and made ſuppli- 
Hol-12:4- catjo ro him, It 'witl not onely ſtop the Sun in his 
courſe, as Foſhua did, Sun ſtand thou ſtill in Gibeon, 
and thou. Moon in the valley of Ajalon ; but (with reve- 
rence be'it ſpoken ) it holds that.hand which rules 
Exod. 32. Feavenand Earth. Let me alone, ſaid God to Moſes, 
22 that I may deſtroy them : Moſes prayer hindered God 
from doing what he ſeemed reſolved to do. He ſaid 
. he would have deftroyed them , had not Moſes his choſen 
food before him in the gap, 'toturn away his wrathfull in- 
dignatien. And thus ſome interpret that place of rhe 
Iei.45.12 Prophet Iſaiah, Ask me of things to come, concerning 
my Sous; and as concerning the works of my hands; com 
mani ye me : As if God had-made over his own 
omnipotencyto Prayer. GT PRBRY DREV ZIG 
'Ouefl, Burt whence'is it that Prayer becomes:thus effica- 
cious © What istherein the ſubmiſſions and ſuppli- 
cations of poor worms to work.ſuch wonders ®: 
eAnſw. ' Tanſwer, Theſe four things meet inprayer,which 
And the Arc che ſtrength of ir, and:may be your ſatisfation. 
a Firſt , The perſons who pray, are Gods own children, / 
dearer to him then Heaven and-Earth, tender as the 
Appie of his owneye: :And we who are parents 
know how prevalent thecries of our own children 
are, Webeing evil can give good things tour children. 
Secondly, Gods own ſpirit diftates andendites their 
Rom. 8.26 prayers for them : We know mot what 10 pray for us we 
ought, but the Spirit is ſelf makes. imercefſion for -u1, 
Now as it is ſaid of the Son , 1 know thaw heareſt me 
. | alwayes ; 
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Hfoayes ;' ſo'may ir be ſaid of the Spirit, What: re- *'hey ha 


gard ſocver he may bear to #s poor ſinners, he will the Church 
certainly: regard the interceſhons of his' ow# Spirit. 
Thirdly , The Prayers: of Gods. people they are 
. offered up and preſented'ro God by h##on Soy; Dour-' * 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the high Priest of our profeſſion, the 

Angel of his preſence, who is at the right hand of God, 

who daily makes interceſſion for #s', as the Spirit makes 1 | 
intercefiiqn in us, and mingles hw incenſe , with the Revel.8.3; 
prayers of the Saints., upon the golden altar which i be- 

fore the throne, Fourthly, There is this in prayer, 

that it gives the greateſt elory unto Gods Of all pifts 
or-graces. which God charth given ro any.creature, 

' never any thing (except faith onely) was found'to 
givetharglory to God which prayer doth; eſpeci- 

ally in theſe tothings. ' Firſt, It brings God into the 
field,co-fightthe barrel for them,;makes'/him'irowork 

all cheir works for them , as indeed he doth; Whar- 
{oevera man prayes for , he doth by interpretation 

' ſay, Lord, I never ſhall have this, unlefſe thou give 

1t me ;z- I never ſhall do th5, unlefle tho doit'for me. 

And chart is rhe' reaſon why in 2 Chron. 20. after 
HeFekiah and his people had prayed , and profefſed 

they had no ſtrength of their own, left the work 

onely and wholly upon Gods hand: Then God tels 

them, The battel is not yours, but Gods - Now' you 

have put jt into my hands, you ſhall ſee what I will 

do for you, And ſecondly, When the work is done 

it aſcribes the praiſe and glory of all ro hire, ro x.0m 

alone itis due.If we markiir, God hathlittle glory:in 

the world for thoſe good things which men receive 
without Prayer; their friends, parts, wit, induſtry, 
| | G | muſt 
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af ..-—w af muſt ſhare with God, but what is wor by Prayer is - 
ied worn With thankfulneſſe ; there being a naturall re- 
— lation betwixt praying and praifine, :as the rivers re- 
turn by the ſea from whencethey come. | 

Applicati- =O thar I-were able to teach you the right ufe of 
on of this. this engine, And firſt let me ſpeak to you (right 
Honourable and Beloved)the Lords and Commons 

Shewing, afſembled in this Parliament : Give me leave ro 
by myof ſhew you the true ſpring of all that good , which 
"n, hath comethrough your hands, fince your happy 
entrance upon your great work. God knows I would 

1. Whence noteclipſe your worth nor due praiſe: We rejoyce 
- alourpre- ;1, you, and-bleſſe God for you, we have received 
cies and | great mercies by your means : but are you the cauſes 
deliveran- of them 2 Have they been done by your wiſdom 
ee cov” and forecaſt, or for any worthinefſe found in your 
ſelves? Hath not God done them all almoſt by con- 

traries 2 . Have not you been many times at a lofſe, 

even at your wits end © Hath not God marvellouſly 

_ .diſcovered wicked enterpriſes againſt you, and al- 
moſt miraculouſly preſerved you by his own naked 

arm, ever [ſince the beginning of your meeting 2 

Give therefore the glory whereit is due, you ſhall 

have the honour of excellent inſtruments, bur this 

honour is roo high for you. Know therefore, Be- 
loved,(and it will encreaſe your honour to acknow- 

kedge it) that Prayer, and God by Prayer hath done 

all this : While you have been with Foſhnah fighting 
in th=;a%y, Moſes, Aaron and Hur have been at prayer 
upon the w-ounta;z. God hath poured out upon ma- 
ny parts of the Kingdom, bur more eſpecially in 
and about this great City, a. moſt fervent Spirit of 
| Prayer :: 
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Prayer: In many thouſand families youare every the hep: 
day mentioned at the throne. of graces few dayes Gods Ghar. 
of your Scfſions have paſled over, without extraor. 
dinary faſting and prayer, cither publike or private 
on your behalf:. And when prayer dorh thus a- 
ſcend,mmercies muſt needs deſcend. Let God therfore 
have the chicf honour for pouring our the ſpirit of 
proyes and ſupplication, the fruit whereof is the up- 
olding your hearts and ſpirics daily in your work. . 

And this alſo intimates the beſt hope we have and our 
of your good ſucceſſe for the time ro come, cyen hopes of 
becauſe God hath pur ir into the heart of the Kings *** 
Majeſty 4nd your ſelves, to put the whole Kingdom 
into a poſture of prayer, we hope your care in pur- 
ting the Kingdom into a poſture of defence, will be 
ſerviceable : Burt we expe our greateſt help and 
advantage, as from our daily prayers, ſo more eſpeci- 
ally from thoſe ſolemn monethly days of humiliation; 
that are afforded and appointed us. | 

Williamthe Conquerour, when he was Dake of 
Normandy. ( according to the ſuperſtition of thoſe 
times)builded many Abbies,Monaſteries and Nun- 
neries, and told his friends he was at this coſt to 
ſtrengthen his Kingdom, eſteeming them as ſtrong 
fortifications, wherein he provided many to fighr 
againſt the devill, the world, and the fleſh : This he 
ſaid according to his light. I can moretruely ſpeak 
from God, that in every congregation where godly - 
Miniſters,and godly people {hall, according to pub- 
like direQtion, lie in the duſt, faſting,and mourning, 
and praying before the Lord, there are ſtrong hol 
fer up for the ſafetie of the Kingdom, | 

G 2 Secondly, 
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Mes e : Secondly, How ſadly doth this fpeaK againſt ma- 
bleeds ny thouſands of profeſſed Chriſtians ! Some canner 
Ear re. pray, fome will not pray, ſure T am, many do xot pray, 
proof. who:in all-this long'time 'of Gqamanics afflitions 
have never ſeparatedrthemfelves to afford one dayes 
prayer for the help. of their brethren : Andin all 
our own exigents and 'darknefles have never ſtood: 
upon the Walls to help either ' England, Scotland, 
Treland, King, or Parliament: Theſe are a miſerable 
generation. And-'this their nor praying for the 
Church is a ſad 'token againſt them, that when the 
1G.65:14, Church of Chriſt ſhall ſing for. joy of heart, them- 
ſelves ſhall cry for ſorrow of heart, and hiwl for vexation- - 
of (pirit. YIOY T7 > EY " $53 
3- Exhor- L Nhat remaineth then, but thar all you who make 
-—1o ay mention of the Lord, and bear his Name, who have 
Chirch by Feceived his mercy, that you may have acceſſe ro 
Prayer. the throne'ob grace , be quickned up, for thetime 
ro come, to ſtand upon the Wals, ro give God no 
reſt night nor day, to let Feruſalem come into your 
minde, conſtantly to do that which Maſter Bra&ford 
Motives madethe ſubſcription of his letrers, pray, pray, prays - 
wereun®. God hath:dohe '7reat things for tis; but many great 
things are yet tobe done; much rubbiſh ro be re- 
moved ; many obſtructions ro be cleared, many 
enemies to be overthrown. Trelandis robe Level, 
Religion to-be eftabliſhed; Prayer may do all this, 
we may overmatch all our enemies by prayer, dif- 
cover all their plots by Prayer. Let vs not betray- 
rors againſt the Church and State}, in ſlighring.or 
forbearing the uſe of chat, which may work all our. 
works for us; this is to betray the Forts of the —_ 
OM. 
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dom\." "Bur remember whea Fexhortyot ts pray, T4 mrs 
mean ; Firſt,irmuſtbe grazer indeed; matiy can read the Churds. - 
prayers, ſay prayers, fing prayers, many can conceive 
ot utter prayers, who yet cannot pray * Prayer 1S'A 
pouring our of the ſoul tro God. And fecondly,this 
ſpirit poured out in Prayer, muſt be a pure ſpirit : 
If Tregard iniquity in my heart , the Lord will not hear 7. _ 
»y prayer. : And thirdly, - This prayer muſt be a region 
prayer of fatth , Pray in faith ,' and waver not, hercin. 
and in a prayer of faith, three things muſt meer. 
Firſt, That the things begg'd be according to the 

will of God. Secondly, That they be begg'd in the 

name of. Chriſt. Thirdly ,. Thar we relic upon rhe 
faithfulneſſe of God, for the performance of them. 

This is to pray in Faith. Fourthly, Our prayers muft 

be fervent, humble, conſtant; and when we have 

prayed, we muſt remember, that-thongltprayer be: 

the grear means , - yet prayer .is not allthe' means. 

Prayer muſt quicken vs up tothe uſe of other means, 

and ſanQifie us iz the uſe of other means; Orher 

means are fruitlefſe without prayer, and-prayer not 
ſeconded with the uſe of other means; where they 

may be had, prevails not. Theſe things you cannor 

be ignorant of, and therefore I onely point at them, 
eſpecially in theſe ſtreighrs of rime, - 

+ Onething more I muſt needs adviſeabour, before 2. Exhor- 
] paſſe. from this great help of prayer. Andthat | 2, 
is, In whareſteem praying ſpirits ſhonld be had is hwethe 
amongſt all wiſemen , I know the world ſ[tghts and piric of 
ſcorns them , bur inrrurh- they are the very Cha. 
riots and Horſemen of Iſrael : Ten praying men might 

nave ſaved Sedom, .and the Cities round abour. 

G 3. Solomox. 
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Solomon faith, There wa 4 little City and few men it, 
and a poor wiſe man by his wiſdom delivered this Citic 


Ecce.g.14 from the ſiege of 4 great King ; Tet no man remembred 


Rom, 1:5. 
30. . * 


that ſame poor may, Truely thus it is with poor pray- 
ing Chriſtians, they deliver the Iland, and yer no 
man regards them. David knew how to prize ſuch 
ſpirits, who, though he werea King, thought them | 
fit to be his companions who called upon the name 
of God. Paul knew how to prize them who beg- 
ged for prayers, as a priſoner tor a raniome, Now 1 
beſeech you, brethren, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſts ſake, that 


you pray for me. Yea, Foafh though an Idolater, when 


2 Kings 
IL 3s I 4. 


If i. I Je 24 


Zech.8. 
21, (FC- 


20 ſeck the Lordof hoſts, Iwill go alſo. Yea, you would 


the praying Prophet E/:ſba lay adying, wept, and 
_ Ns Gukble of Gains rs of Roa of 
his Kingdom, O my father, my father, the Chariots of 
Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof. Nay, which is yet 
more, a Heathen Emperour Marc Aurelizs, finding 
by the experience the power of the prayers of Chri- 
ſtians, gaveall the world notice of it, ſaid the per- 
ſecution againſt the Chriſtians,and called that band 
of Chriſtians Zegrs fulminatrix the thundring band. 

Ler us therefore notfall ſhort of heathens,ler us nor 
undervalue or ſlight them, who carry the Keyes of 
Heaven at their girdle. Verily ( Right Honourable 
and Beloved) if you knew whar bleſſings they are in 
the midſt of the land, you would take pleaſure in 
them, you would ſeck for praying friends , praying 
ſervants, praying tenants s you would deſire ro have 
a ſtock goin every one of their veſſels. You would 
iay torhemall, as they rotheir companions going 
vp to the houſe of God, To pray before the Lord, aud 


lay 
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tay hold apon the gkirts of theſe men, ſaying, we will gg b*lv orhely 
withyou, For we have heard that God is Le = T his &s oy 
the greateſt help which we can give to the Church 
of Chriſt. This we do immediately t8 God for the 
Church, . | 

There are ſome thingsalſo which we muſt do for ». Tocm- 
the Church from God : The particulars are innu- Pley »loue 
merable, bur in regard the time is wholly ſpenr, I oo 
ſhall give you the ſum ofall in one ſhort concluſion, fte vards 
And indeed, alittle time may make irclearto your 7 &- 
underſtandings, although rhe prafiſe of it require che 
the ſtudy of your whole lives. > ; Chucch, 

The conclufion is this, Whatſoever abilities any 
have received in any kinde, they are given to them 
rothis very end, to be ſerviceable and uſefull ro the 
Churchof Chriſt with them: AM che manifeſtations » Cor. a. 
of the ſpirit in gifts and graces, are chiefly given tor 7* 
this end, to profir the Church with; a'l rhe liyeli- + 
hood of our naturall faculties, of our a@ions, of our 
worldly wealth, of office or authority ,, are given 
us, not for our own carnall ends, no nor primarily * - - 
for our own ſalvation ; but that with them all we 
ſhould be «s good Stewards of the manifold graces of 1 Per.4.10- 
God. So that our hands if skiltull ro write, ſhould 
be employed as. Secretaries of the Church, our feer 
-as Meſſengers of the Church , our tongues as-Adve- » 
| cates for the Church , our Wiſdom. and Learning as 
Counſellors for the Church , our wealth as Stewards 
or: Almoners for the Church, Whatever any man 
hath, the Lord would have his Church to. be the 
common ſtore-houſe, into which alt ſhould be 
brought, the body to which all ſhould be ſermons 
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Allwe cn- able: Juſt aSit waswhen the Tabernacle was to be 
d-- - built: Notonely Bezaleel and Ahol5ah, men $kiltull 
Exod, 35. 1 all. manner of 'work, were to beſtow their labours 
upon it;- .but 'all with whom any thing was 'to be 
found, whether.filver or brafſe, or fine linnen, or 
Goats hair, or Badgers skins, or Rams skins , all 
with a willing heart were to bring itin; yea, the 
very women rhar could ſpin either linnen, or wool- 
- ter, or hair, were all ro be employed to further the 

work of the Tabernacle. | | 
This needs no proof , every mans ſpirit carries 
 himrodo all this for whatſvever is his ſummumn bo- 
#1, -his'chiefeſt happineſſe; ſuchas make Mam- 
mon their God, ortheir belly, do readily contribute 
all they have or can ds to the ſervice of them. I 
Applicati- ſhall ſhut up all with a brief Application g. Firſt, 

on ot this, Fox reproof ; Secondly, For duty. 

x. Forre=. How ſadly doth this ſpeak concerning them 
proct of whoſe ſerviceableneſſe to the Church,conſiſts onely 
are ftran- 1N empty and barren wiſhes ! The ſame which rhey 
gersrothis Can, and do afford, to any creature which they ſce 
uy. to beindiftreſſe; they love the Charch,rhey picy the 
miſeries of the Ohurch, they are ſorry for Germany, 
when' they think on it, and that is but ſeldom: 
They grieve for Ire/and;, but require either their 
Hands' to underwrite, their legs to walk, their 
purſes tocontribute, their authority to command or 
countenance, cc. they can ſparenone of all theſe, 
They have a bottomleſſe gulf called ſelf, which 
ſwallows all they are, have, or can do, and yetis 
never ſatisfied, Askthem if they have a kearrt to 
do nothing for the Church, they anſwer readily,they 


prey 
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pray forit with all their hearr, and that is all they *"be kelp 


can do. But let all ſuch falſe-hearted Chriſtians the_Churck 

know, that the Lord needs none of their help, and —— — 

cares as little for their dry barren Prayers, as the | 

poor begger did for the Biſhops bleſſing , who. 

begging Tora peny, but denyed that, and pur off 

with the offer of a BenediQion, told him, that he . 

perceived his peny was better rhen his bleſſing , o- 

therwiſe he had denyed him thar alſo, In the mean 

time think how thou wilt appear in the day of- 

rhine account, when the not having much, bur the 

improving of what we had to our' maſters advant- 

age, will bring the Zuge boxe ſerve; when others ſhall 

come in and fay , Lord thy pound hath gained five 

pounds; when (as Gregory {ayes ) Peter (hall'come 

in with his gain of Fadea, Andrem of Afﬀrica, Thomas 

of India, Paul, and the reſt, of many Nations , Mi-. 

nifters bring in thetr ſheaves of ſouls, private Chri- 

ſtians their-gleanings and bundles. and thou ap- 

pear empty ,- thy talent buried orembezelled , thy 

age fpent, zhy candle burnt out , nothing done by 

zbee for. che Church 5 when ir ſhall appear rhar choy | 

haſt:had gold and ſilver ts feather thy own neſt, power 

and authoritte--to-terrifie. thy. netghbours z like a 

great 'Ereecuuſhing or-overdropping all thar-ſtand 

neer thee z,and haſt had-this worlds goods, as the 

Leviathan'the- Sca,,. onely ro, rake thy pleaſure, and r-;4 ... 

fatisfic rhy lufts in them. Wo untothee if thy Ma- 45- 

ſter findethee thus doing. This gain of thy Talents, j* E*- 

will be the loſſe of thy own ſoul. += Toke 
Secondly, Forexhortation to all, eſpecially ro _—_ of 

you Righr Honourable, and Beloved , Whar _— EO 
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Men arw. ſhall Iuſe 2 How ſhall I makeup a ſtrength to pre- 
bliſcd vail with you, to give up your ſelves and all you 
—— have, ſo wholly to che Lord,and to his.Church, that 
all your other outward occafions may not ſo much 
as dare to expect any thing from you, ſolong as the 
Church hath need of ir; that your pleaſures and 
{upcrfluittes, nay, your profits, and ſometimes ne- 
ceflities, may never offer to come in comperition 
with the Church of God, for any rhing which you 
call yours. O that you cduld hear the Lord ſpeaking 
to you in the ſame language as once he ſpake to Cy- 

#145, For Jacob my ſervants ſake, and Iſrael mine ele, I 

have even called thee by thy name ! T1 confeſle, that in- 

ſtead of exhorting, we have juſt cauſe to blefſe God 

for you, when we conſider how you, who heretofore 

have lived ateaſe, and in pleaſure, enjoying the de- 

tghrs of the ſons-of men, havenow changed your 

| pleaſures for pains,your delights for dangers,your profits 

and gains for expences, your heuſes for lodgings, and 

{t1]] continue to deny your ſelves in all theſe things, 

and go onin yourunwearied labours for the Church 
and Cauſe of God. This is great marter of praiſero 
God, and honour to your ſelves. Generous plants 
and odoriferous ſpices (they ſay) grow onely in hot 
regions: Such fruits as yours are net brought forth 
by every plant,ſuch plants as yougrow nor on-every 
ground, Butgoycon, 'ye Nobles and'Worthies, 
forget what is behinde, God and his people will nor 
forget it : Look and preſſe to the work which yer re- 
mains; Getthe reſolution of Z:/cathat brave Bohe- 
mian Captain, who not onely was willing to fight 
while he lived, but bequeathed his skin _ * 
| ted, 
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died, to be made a drum head forthe ſervice of the 


as they help 


or help net 


war. Hold outro the end, Cloath ye with zeal, as with the church 


6 cloak, put on righteouſneſſe as your ornament : Be good 


ſhepherds ill, ro reſcue and teed the lock commir- I9Þ 25 


tedtro you: Be ſo many Saviours upon mount Sip. All 


ſome ofthe Church-: And to quicken you the more, 
remember how much of the golden time whichis 
gone y0u have waſted, with Domitian, in catching of 
flies; how much of your eſtate hath been-ſpenr need- 
leſly in piRures, feaſtings, buildings, ſportings, f 
not worlſe, in riot and:diforder ; how much ot your 
ſtrength hath been beſtowed in the ſervice of this 
world, and the God of it: And now when the gray 
hairs-are ſcattered upon many of you-, and God 
might juſtly caſt you afide as broken veſſels, the 
Lord ſhould chooſe you,and accept you inthe moſt 
honourable ſervice that the ſons of men are capable 
of; nay, that ſervice which he employed his own 
Son in. How readily and cheerfully eught you to 
conſecrate yourſelves and ſervicetothis work you 
ſhould come from your habitartions and countries, 


Obad. v. 


this ſhall be done for the beſt Maſter; all this ſeed * 
will-be ſown in the moſt fruicfull ground, rhe bo- 


as the Levite from the place where he ſojourned, with af Deut-r8. 


the deſires of your mines to ſerve the Lord your :Gad. + 


And toyou thereſt, beſide your Prayers, the exi- z. Toall 


ence of the ,Church ar this. preſent-rime- requires vb" 


from you many other things.It maybe ſome of you 
may be called, as ſouldiers, ro ſpend your blood in 
che Churches Cauſe : It you knew the honour and 
the reward that belongs to ſuch a ſcrvice,you would 
ſay, as the Martyr once, Had -every hair on your 
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All ace enr-head a life, you would venture them all in the 
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Churches Cauſe. It may be others of you may, 
with Nehemiah, be called from-your-own eaſe and 
honour, to ſome weariſome task,embrace it readily. 
It'is like your colle&ions and contributions will be 
amore frequent then ordinary, and very ſhortly in an 
extraordinary occafion, for the relief of our diſtreſ- 


ſed Brethren 11 7re/and + Many in the Ciry of Londos - 


have ſerexcellent examples , let me provoke you by 
their paztern, as the Apoſtle Paul did the Corinthians 
rothe like work, by propounding to them the ex- 


znth. 25. ample of [Macedonia : Onely remember this,” Thar 
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what you give in this caſe, is interpreted by Chriſt 
aSgiven to his own perſon; and whom would nor 
this provoke ?- Ttis reported of Maſter Fox, that 
when a poor man asked ſomething of him for Chriſt 


. Jeſus: ſake, he-queſtioned withthe man, whether 


he knew Jeſus Chriſt; and her re, im, ah char the 


man was a Belzever ,- he gave him his 


bur his/zal and-chariry- were admirable.” Do ſome- 
what proportionable to the'diſtrefle of your Bre- 
thren; Behold'your- Saviour coming naked, and 


"Hungry, and baniſhed in theſe his afflicted members. 
And in whatfoeverielfe rhe Lord*and his Church 
. .-may have ariy-necd''of you, :remember that Gods 
"bleſſing is upon” them thit'comero help bim: And 


that Mers7; and-with Mere7', alt others are curſed , 


who come not our 10 the help of the Lord againſt the 


mighty. 
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orſe, when 
tie had no Money. -I commend-nort his diſcretion,” 
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